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Covenant Baptist Church is a
community of people helping each
other trust, follow and learn from
Jesus how to live life in His
Kingdom.
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Looking back at 2016 I can see some really
significant periods of growth in my relationship
with God. One of the most significant things that
God pressed in on my heart was the freedom
giving truth that His goal for me (for you as well)
is to become increasingly like Jesus. When I look
at the life of Jesus (Learning Jesus is the second L
in BELLS) I get a really clear view of what my
life can increasingly be like. I sum this concept
up with three words you heard me say a lot in
2016 – Becoming verses Behaving. No longer do
we have to settle for learning and adopting
behaviors that seem arbitrary or useless to real
life. Now we can become the kind of people we
were meant to be in the first place!
The second thing that God made clearer than
ever before is the fact that the Kingdom of God
is here now, and we are invited to live in it fully
and freely by trusting and following Jesus. Now
we understand that we obey Jesus not simply
because that’s the rule but because that’s how we

live The Life of The Kingdom of God. Jesus
taught us not only who God is and what He is
like but also how we can actually experience life
in God’s Kingdom that has come “upon us” as
Jesus often put it. Now obedience to Jesus is a
way to enter into Kingdom Living, the Life that
is abundant, joy filled, peace driven and free!
The last thing that God has been at work on
me for some time is the value of adversity.
Nothing quite makes us as open to God as pain
or difficulty. For me this year the adversity of a
lengthy hospital stay gave me a really clear view

Looking Back. (Continued on page 3)
Pastor Casey Ingold may be reached at
pastor@cbctopeka.com

Pastor Casey’s sermons may be heard online at
www.cbctopeka.com.

Hearts of service to define new year by Mike Inman
Happy New Year! We are excited about the
opportunities we have to see God move this
year. Our student ministry culture is changing.
Changing in a good way. Things like prayer,
Bible reading, accountability, serving and
Kingdom living are things that aren’t so
“awkward” to talk about and actually do.
Our students are understanding more about
what community is. What it means to do life to
together. To think of and pray for one another.
We are moving in an encouraging direction.
As G2 groups start up again this year, we will be
combining our junior and high school students
again. We believe the atmosphere of our
meetings will only be enriched by making this
move. This will allow for more relationship
building as well as allow our older students to be
more involved in a leadership role within the
group. We will be going through the book titled
“The Good and Beautiful God.” We will not be
requiring each student to have a copy of the

book. Instead we will use the material from the
book to put together our lessons.
We are praying that this year is a year that
serving becomes second nature in the student
ministry. That our hearts begin to shift more
toward thinking of others. To do this we plan to
get involved in other people’s lives. We will be
planning more regular acts of service for our
youth to participate in to help foster that very
idea.
As we move forward this year, we covet your
prayers. God is able to do unimaginable things in
and through this group. Our desire is to see our
youth grow and begin to reach out to the world
that they are a part of every day. So thanks in
advance for your prayers and support. God is
good!
Mike Inman may be reached at
785-260-1938
mike.inman@cbctopeka.com
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McClure Elementary School News by Peg Davis
We continue to have a growing ministry at
McClure School. I want to thank all of you
for your generous support with school
supplies, supplies for the school nurse and
for all your volunteer hours.
I want to thank the following people for
helping with the Thanksgiving Lunch:
Roger Flenniken, Becky Holt, Zanita
Flenniken and Cyndi Hockenberger. Your
presence was greatly appreciated.
The week of Dec. 4-8 we had an
opportunity to help the kids with their
family Christmas shopping at the school.
The following people were there to help
with this event: Sonja Dunstan, Beverly
Parker, Cyndi Hockenberger, Roger
Flenniken, Phyllis Nelson, Debbie Carter,
Karen Huntley, Nicole Tappan, Allison
Tappan, Carter Tappan and Peg Davis. A
great time was had by all the volunteers,
the kids and the PTO parents and
leadership. Thanks so much for all your
help. They wanted me to make sure you
knew how much you were appreciated.
The Women’s Ministry has completed and
delivered the Christmas cards from the
church with a special small gift attached. I
want to thank you so much for the
ongoing ministry of cards to the staff. This
includes not only birthday cards, but get
well cards, sympathy cards, etc. Your
ministry has not gone unnoticed.

CALENDAR DATES
Feb. 15-16, 2017 Parent/Teacher
Conferences Child Care
April 23 Staff Appreciation Sunday: Please
hold this date as we are asking everyone to
participate. We will be doing a lunch after
the service and providing gifts to all school
staff who attend. We would like for you to
come and meet them and support them.
April 29, 2017 ShareFest at McClure
May 1-5 Teacher Appreciation Week Gift
bags for staff
Just a reminder – You must complete a
background check form before serving in a
classroom at the school. A new one is
required each year and you can find these in
the hallway rack outside of the library. Please
turn in to the office or to Peg Davis.

LifeFest
Tanglewood Ministry
The LifeFest Team invites our church
family to join us at 2:45 p.m. on the first
and third Sundays of the month to
fellowship with the residents of the
Tanglewood nursing home. Please join
us for a time of sharing the Gospel,
singing hymns, and having genuine
fellowship with the residents. If you
have any questions, please contact Bill
Watts (273-5772), Sonja Dunstan (2203233) or Cyndi Hockenberger (6089590).

Other opportunities to help on an ongoing
basis are:
Lunch With A Friend – Information
available upon request
Reading Buddies – Information
available from Peg Davis or on the table
in the entry on sign-up days.
Room Parent Volunteer – Information
available upon request.
General Office Help at the School Information available upon request.

We were asked to complete some forms
for the school as they were asked to apply
for a national character award. We as a
team are praying that they might be chosen
since they are doing so many things that no
other school is doing in this area of
positive character development. Your
prayers would also be appreciated.

New and exciting things are happening
almost daily. God continues to amaze me as
to how He is using not only me, but many
others in this ministry. Thanks to all of my
Covenant Family for being so willing to
invest in the lives of these children and staff
members at McClure.

Please be in prayer for our team as we
want to do whatever God wants us to do at
this school.

Covenant has formed a
partnership with McClure
Elementary school to support
the school in three ways:
praying, giving and going. We
have donated coats and school
supplies and are currently
recruiting volunteers to help in
the school. Look for McClure
prayer requests and pray for
them as they appear on the list.

Bless with Toothpaste
We are collecting tubes of toothpaste
(any brand, full size) as an ongoing
mission project. These will go in
hygiene bags to be handed out at New
Hope Food Pantry. While any size of
toothpaste and type of hygiene item
will be accepted, our focus is full-sized
toothpaste. Other churches are
focusing on one item as well, in order
to cover all their needs. These may be
left in the church office any time you
are at the church.
New Hope averages 50-60 new
families every month and is feeding
over 3,500 people each month almost 52,000 people in 2016! The
toothpaste that CBC donates joins
with donations of
shampoo, toothbrushes,
razors, feminine
products and more to
make up hygiene bags
which are also handed
out at New Hope. Thank
you for your generosity!
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Looking Back

(Continued from page 1)

of God’s compassion for me. I mean it
when I tell you that I wouldn’t trade what I
learned of the Father’s heart for avoiding
the whole thing. It’s just too rich, too good
to ever put a price tag of an easier pathway
on it. I am so thankful for that experience.
Sounds strange I know, but I know God in
a way now that I’ve never known Him and
it’s amazing. Adversity or suffering really
can bring to us some treasures that we
would find no other way.
One of the great benefits of looking back
over a years’ worth of days following Jesus

is that it can bring about an eager
expectation for what the next year with Him
holds! I truly do pray you have that same
expectation. Let’s do this together more
than ever before. Lock arms with some
friends at Covenant and become more like
Jesus this year. Stand side by side and live
here and now in His Kingdom together!
With truly unified hearts with undaunted
courage, face every trial together knowing
this – the testing of your faith in Jesus has
amazing results that make the problems they
were born through look insignificant. It’s
true!

Save this date!
Flint Hills Serve Day June 24, 2017
Acts 1:8 reminds us that we are to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. Serve Days are
one day mission opportunities for groups or individuals with desire and commitment
to serve and reach others for Christ. The purpose is to saturate a community with the
love of Christ. We have previously served La Harpe, Lyndon, Atchison,
and Madison.

Children’s Ministry Policy
for Children with Illnesses
The following is taken from the Covenant
Children’s Ministry policy manual.
Policy for Children who are fighting an
illness:
A child should not be in class if they
exhibit any of the following symptoms:
Fever
Severe cough
Diarrhea
Vomiting
Any type of infectious rash
Sore throat
Children must be fever free and free of
symptoms for 24 hours without the use
of fever reducing medicines before
being admitted to class. If symptoms
develop during a session, a member of the
ministry team will isolate the child and stay
with the child until his or her parent can be
located to take them home.

Check out www.flinthillsbaptist.com or contact Nate Wood woodn@usd321.com for
further details.

This is a fun Q&A to allow you to get a chance to know some of the teachers in the Children’s
Ministry a little bit better.
Name: Nancy Smart serves in the 3-5 year old room during worship on the fifth Sunday of the month.
(In addition to being Covenant’s Assistant Treasurer/Bookkeeper.)
Favorite Bible Story: The Book of Esther is one of my favorite Bible Stories. I love Esther 4:14 "For if you remain silent at this time,
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that
you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?" Esther chose to be brave and face the King for her people. It's a great
story, and worth reading. It’s a good verse to remember, we have been placed where we are for a reason, "for such a
time as this."
Years at Covenant: 7
Why serve?: Jesus calls us all to serve in some way. We all have different talents and abilities and I believe He
expects us to use them to help others. It should be a joy and a privilege to serve. You receive such a blessing from
helping others and working together.
Fun Info: I was raised Catholic and believed in God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit all of my life but didn't come to
really have a personal relationship with the Lord until I was 23 years old, at an interdenominational prayer meeting,
where I met my husband. I was a pastor's wife for 34 years, the best years of my life.

Nancy and a little
friend practicing their
selfie skills

Page 4

V olume 11, I ssue 1

Financial Report

Thursday, Jan. 5, 2017
beginning at 10 a.m.
Guest Speaker Jim Greene,
Creation Research Society
member

by Nancy Smart
November 2016
Income

$21,461.73

Expenses

$24,708.18
-$ 3,246.45

Amount needed monthly to meet budget
in 2016 is $28,276.27.
Parking Lot Balance as of 12-22-16 is
$44,822.38. Please note that payments
have been made since then but we have
not received a statement from the bank
with a new balance.
Our Christmas Missions offering and
prayer emphasis are named after a
missionary to China, Lottie Moon. 100
percent of this offering goes to support
missionaries overseas. Covenant’s 2016
goal for the Lottie Moon Offering is
$3,500. As of 12-27-16 our current total is
$2,577.55.
Donations to this offering should be
marked and may be placed in the offering
with your regular tithe. You may also give
to the offering through our online or
mobile giving. https://
www.cbctopeka.com/online-giving/.

Jim Greene retired twice—initially after 30 years of service in the U.S.
Air Force in 2002 and then as a technical and management consultant
in 2016. He has a bachelor of science degree in chemistry from the
USAF Academy and a Master of Science degree in photoscience from
the Rochester Institute of Technology. Both of his careers were spent
working with advanced technologies. Jim has been a member of the
Creation Research Society for over 30 years. The CRS is composed of
scientists that support the Biblical teaching of a recent creation of the
Earth and the universe that contains it.
Jim will help us to understand the teachings of evolution, when it started, and where
this theory came from. He will also share some reasons why Christians should care
about the creation vs. evolution issue as well as discuss which teaching about our
beginnings best fits with facts that we can see around us today. The information
presented may help you decide how you can respond to this controversy. Please don’t
miss this one!

Everyone welcome! Invite family and friends.
Fun! Food! Fellowship!
Covenant Baptist Church
5440 SW 37th Street 785-273-2811
We gather to celebrate life and encourage ministry through fellowship,
entertainment and informational opportunities.
*LifeFest usually takes place on the first Thursday of each month.

Senior Adult Bible Study
for Life by Roger Flenniken

Trash Mountain Mission Trip by Carol Roberts

The senior adult class meets Sundays at 9
a.m. in room 100. People of all ages are
welcome.
Theme: Spoken: The Rhythm of God’s
Word
Jan. 1 God’s Word Is Always Relevant
Jan. 8 God’s Word Is Truth
Jan. 15 Created for a Purpose
Theme: Thrive: Living in Real Joy
Jan. 22 Praying with Joy
Jan. 29 Sharing with Joy

It's always interesting to see what God is up
to when you set out to do something you've
done before several times and think you
know what He has planned for you. I think
it's human behavior to be comforted by the
known and expected. Yet that isn't always
what God knows our hearts need. On Nov.
5, I was blessed to take my fourth trip to
Santiago, Dominican Republic, with the
Trash Mountain Project medical team for
annual healthcare week for not only the
children in the TMP program but the
community at large.

Roger Flenniken may be reached at
roger.flenniken@cbctopeka.com

Weeks leading up to the trip, I prayed that
God would show me something new and

fresh
because I
was afraid
since I
have been
on this
trip three
times I
Carol Roberts face painting to help
might be
pass the time while children wait in
insensitive
line.
to seeing
and experiencing the different and new. Silly
me, I should know that God doesn't usually
do things the same way twice. This trip did
Trash Mountain (Continued on page 8)
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January
2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

New Year’s Day
Communion
Sunday

8

Covenant office
closed for New
Year’s
6:30 p.m. Monthly
Prayer Meeting

9
6:30 p.m. Cub
Scout #3014 @
McClure Elementary

15

10 a.m.
LifeFest: Guest
Speaker Jim Greene
(see page 4)

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

27

28

7 p.m. Windamar
Estates
Homeowners
Assoc. Meeting @
CBC

16

17

Noon-2 p.m.
FHSBA Topeka
Area Pastor's Lunch
@ CBC

3 p.m. LifeFest
Tanglewood Service

22

23
6:30 Summerfield
Homeowners Assoc.
Meeting @ CBC

29

30

24

25

26

5:30 p.m.
Deacon Meeting
6:30 p.m. Staff
Meeting

31

Weekly Events at Covenant Baptist Church:
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Prayer time
Wednesday: 12:15 Prayer time
9 a.m. Bible study for all ages
6-7:45 p.m. Awana
10:15 a.m. Covenant Corner: refreshment and fellowship
6-7:30 p.m. Student Ministries
10:45 a.m. Worship service and Infant through
Preschool care
Thursday: 7-8:30 p.m. Music Team practice
Monday: 8 a.m. Men’s Promise Keepers Bible Study
Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack #3014

Usher

Security

Craig Dunstan
Kevin Litscher
Mike Ahlf
Michael Vierling

Usher

Wally Roberts

Security

4-5 Yr old Rm
Roy Baum
Annette Baum

Usher

Security

Preschool

Preschool

Team Leader
Michelle Morgan
Toddlers (107)
Benson Cessna
Savannah Horacek
2-3 Yr old Rm
Sarah Feather

Tammy Cessna

Shauna Hadden

Preschool

Library

Library

Library

Greeter
Sally Schoenhals
Refreshment Host
Michelle Morgan
Sonja Dunstan

Greeter
Craig Meek
Letty Meek
Second door
Casey Doll
Worship center
Tracy Horacek

Greeter
Lana Minner
Lyle Minner
Refreshment Host
Dotty Frye

Financial

Hospitality Team

Gene Cassell
Larry Frederick
Nancy Smart

Financial

Deacon

January 8, 2016

9:00

Hospitality Team Hospitality Team

Financial

Craig Dunstan

Deacon

January 1, 2016

January 1, 2016

Deacon

10:45

9:00

Bill Watts
Benson Cessna
Richard Nelson
Robert Hicks

Usher

Ed Richardson

Security

2-3 Yr old Rm
Casey Doll
Lana Minner
4-5 Yr old Rm
Duane Dale
Aaron Dale

Team Leader
Kathy Dale
Toddlers (107)
Tracy Horacek

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Braeden Ingold
Kelly Ingold
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship center
Cheryl Gregg

Hospitality Team

A.J. Schmutzler
Kelsey Beckner
Carolyn Toburen

Financial

Richard Nelson

Deacon

January 8, 2016

10:45

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Greeter
Carolyn Toburen
Refreshment Host
Letty Meek
Rachel Flenniken

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

January 15, 2016

9:00

Larry Frederick
Mike Reilly
Roger Flenniken
Travis Freed

Usher

Kevin Litscher

Security

Team Leader
Betsey Litscher
Toddlers (107)
Cathy Long
Carolyn Boujakly
2-3 Yr old Rm
Christine Broughton
Alexandra Broughton
4-5 Yr old Rm
Karen Huntley

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Conner Inman
Marne Fischer
Todd Fischer
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship center
Regina Cassell

Hospitality Team

Todd Fischer
Shauna Hadden
Randy Gregg

Financial

Roger Flenniken

Deacon

January 15, 2016

10:45

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Greeter
Clayalee Glover
Refreshment Host
Tammy Cessna
Jill Strahm

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

January 22, 2016

9:00

Wally Roberts
Jacob Hays
Ken Bryant
Mike Hays

Usher

Roger Flenniken

Security

Team Leader
Annette Baum
Toddlers (107)
Courtney Beckner
Samantha Smart
2-3 Yr old Rm
Jameson Beckner
Josephine Smart
4-5 Yr old Rm
Karen Inman
Conner Inman

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Phyllis Nelson
Richard Nelson
Second door
Bev Parker
Worship center
Rachel Flenniken

Hospitality Team

Zanita Flenniken
Nancy Smart
Karen Huntley

Financial

Wally Roberts

Deacon

January 22, 2016

10:45

Usher

Security

Preschool

Shauna Hadden

Library

Greeter
Mike Reilly
Refreshment Host
Michelle Morgan
Sonja Dunstan

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

January 29, 2016

9:00

Todd Fischer
Ed Richardson
Ellis Donaldson
A.J. Schmutzler

Usher

John Zobel

Security

4-5 Yr old Rm
Joshanna Stone
Nancy Smart

Team Leader
Regina Cassell
Toddlers (107)
Melody Lewis
Kristina Mercer
2-3 Yr old Rm
Sally Schoenhals

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Betsey Litscher
Kevin Litscher
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship center
Zanita Flenniken

Hospitality Team

A.J. Schmutzler
Carolyn Toburen
Todd Fischer

Financial

Todd Fischer

Deacon

January 29, 2016

10:45
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Lights, Camera, Awana!
Don’t for get to come back
NEXT YEAR! We will start
back up again on Jan. 4.
We need leaders and people
who can sit one-on-one with kids and their
book and help them memorize. We need
folks who can help by donating time and
those who can donate individually-packed
snacks. Please talk to or email ministry
director Regina Hodges
covenantorange2016@outlook.com, to see
where you can help.

March 29: Awana Club
April 5: Theme (TBA)/Store Night
April 12: Last AWANA Club
April 19: AWANA Celebration

Thank you
very much
to Casey
Doll for all
she has
done with
the Children’s Ministry Team at CBC.
Casey and her son, Colton Miller, will
be moving at the first of the year to
Arizona. Casey will be working for a
school there. Please join us, in
thanking Casey and praying for their
new adventure.

Awana 2016-2017
Lights Camera, Awana!
Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25, Feb. 1: Awana
Club
Feb. 8: Theme (TBA)/Store Night
Feb. 15, 22, March 1, 8, 15: Awana Club
March 22: NO CLUB (Spring Break)

COVENANT MEDIA
LIBRARY
SUNDAY
HOURS
10:15-10:45 A.M.
IF YOU HAVE
ITEMS TO DONATE TO THE
LIBRARY, PLEASE
STOP IN AND TALK TO
SHAUNA HADDEN.

Notifications for changes
in our schedule
Sometimes winter weather throws a wrench
in our plans at Covenant. If that happens,
notices for cancellations or changes in our
schedule will be made known in the
following ways:
Email notifications to the group
prayer/announcement list
A slide on the top of the church
website www.cbctopeka.com
Local radio and TV stations
CBCs Facebook page

Monthly Prayer
Time
The first Monday of every
month at 6:30 p.m. we will
gather at Covenant
to pray for our
neighborhood and
how we can reach
out to them. Please
join us.

5440 SW 37th Street
Topeka, Kansas 66614
Phone: 785-273-2811
E-mail: church@cbctopeka.com
www.cbctopeka.com

Trash Mountain
(Continued from page 4)

start out different from the standpoint that
my mission partner and daughter Kelsey
Beckner did not join me this time. She has
always been my interpreter and comfort in a
place very unlike here. So, God pushed me
out of that comfort zone right from the
start.
2106 Dominican Republic Trash Mountain
Team
I have to admit that I kind of knew
something God was going to work on my
heart during this trip but had no idea what
that might equate to. I am generally
someone who has such passion for people
to experience Christ to the depth, which I
know is shallow in comparison, that I do
and truly feel His unconditional love for
them. I get so wrapped up in my desire that
I often push ahead of the Holy Spirit and
might say or do things that are from my
heart and not His. This year, one of the
team members, who has become a dear
friend, shared some wise words with me that
I think God is truly still unpacking in my
life. The Holy Spirit Helper, as he likes to
call this phenomenon, is not necessarily a
godly thing when it's not bathed in
anticipation and prayer and truly listening to
His voice.

to His leading. Having said all this, I will
also tell you that we, as a medical team,
ministered to over 650 people, both
program children as well as community
members and even some of the local
interpreters that were sent our way to help
with language barriers. The Kids With a
Hope ministry run by Pablo and Elisabet is
growing and now has approximately 300
kiddos involved, ranging in ages 2 to 18.

There were many instances of helping with
physical needs over the course of the week
but one of the highlights is also witnessing
one of the local doctors who comes from
Santa Domingo with his (also doctor) wife.
He interacts with people in a way that truly
shines the Light of Jesus, praying with each
person that comes through the clinic door
This might not be what you'd expect to read and sharing the Good News of the Gospel.
He is also a blessing to team members that
in a "mission report" of sorts, but I felt it
important to share that God can do mighty he encounters.
things through us when we're available but I can truly say that this trip felt more like a
even mightier things when we are sensitive homecoming than a mission, getting hugs

and love from many of the kids and adults
as well as staff that I've had the privilege of
getting to know over the last several years.
We were able to bless the team we
affectionately call "the kitchen ladies" with
things like new knives, peelers and other
kitchen items, even a cushioned mat for the
cement floor that they faithfully stand on
most of the day, serving the children with
nutritional meals.
If you've been prompted by the Spirit to
support a mission through prayer or
financial resource, please talk to me about
how you can partner with Trash Mountain
Project. Thank you for your faithful prayer
for the team and for the people He serves
through us.

Trash
Mountain
2016

