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Covenant Baptist Church is a
community of people helping each
other trust, follow and learn from
Jesus how to live life in His
Kingdom.

Taking chances is not my favorite activity. I tend
to calculate things carefully and minimize risk.
That’s my nature anyway. Honestly, it doesn’t
always serve me well. I am learning more with
every passing year that the greatest successes
tend to come with great risk. It seems the more
that’s on the line the more that stands to be
gained in many instances.

small things, we can actually gain something so
great it’s really not worth comparing.
I want to talk a lot more about Jesus this year
than ever before. I want to invite you to join
me in that adventure. Let’s not take this as an
obligation because it’s really given to us as an
opportunity. We really are invited to join God
in inviting others to experience something they
will never regret if they taste and see just how
good life in God’s Kingdom is. There’s not a
script. There’s not a line we have to memorize.
There’s not a corner we have to get someone
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Talking to others about our journey with Jesus
always comes with some kind of risk. We risk
rejection of something we hold dear. We risk
being misunderstood or responded to angrily. We
risk being asked a question we may not know the
answer to. But in the ongoing, relational
conversations we have with a neighbor, coworker or friend, we also stand to see God do
something absolutely breathtaking. We can have
a ringside seat to someone getting a clear view of
life in God’s Kingdom and what that’s like and
the incredible good that can be had through such
a venture. In taking the risk on such relatively

Financial Report

4

Youth experience Gospels by Mike Inman

LifeFest

4

My Vietnam Adventure

4

February Calendar

5

February Schedule

6

Lights, Camera, Awana!

7

Monthly Prayer Time

7

Lone Rock Mission Trip

7

Inside this issue:
McClure Elementary School News

2

LifeFest Tanglewood Ministry

2

Flint Hills Serve Day 2017

3

Chili CookCook-off & Super Bowl Party 7
Beckner Baby Shower

7

I'm not only excited but I'm also hopeful. I am
sensing a stirring among our youth. On Jan. 12,
we began a challenge/commitment to read
through the Gospels in three months. It basically
works out to one chapter of scripture a day. This
really is a huge commitment for our youth. It's
actually a big commitment for any of us, and I
want you to feel completely comfortable to join
in with us if you feel led to that. I would love to
hear how God speaks to you as well.
Even though I am asking them to make a
commitment, the last thing I want to do is make
this feel like it's another assignment or
something they need to check off their to do list.
I am approaching this from the standpoint of
encouragingly challenging them to give God a
chance. To see what happens if we totally
commit to learning Jesus for three months. That
no matter what happens every day we make time
to read our Bible and keep track of what
happens because of it. I gave them a copy of the

Speak Jesus (Continued on page 3)
Pastor Casey Ingold may be reached at
pastor@cbctopeka.com

Pastor Casey’s sermons may be heard online at
www.cbctopeka.com.

schedule, and I have more for other students
who were not able to make it. I will also post
the text each day for the students on groupme
along with a simple question from each chapter.
Some have mentioned keeping a journal (which
is awesome) and a simple spiral notebook works
for that.
Believe me, these kids are beginning to
understand what spiritual transformation is.
That's why I'm excited, I believe God is
reshaping the culture of our student ministry.
My desire is to see them truly fall in love with

Youth (Continued on page 3)

Mike Inman may be reached at
785-260-1938
mike.inman@cbctopeka.com
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McClure Elementary School News by Peg Davis
We are so thankful and appreciative of Gary
and Jeanie Roten for being Santa and Mrs.
Claus to all the students at the school. They
were originally asked to help in the special ed
room but ended up being asked to connect
with all the students. What a wonderful
blessing for those kids who did not have the
opportunity to tell “Santa” what they wanted.
There are more pictures on the McClure
School Facebook page of the kids receiving
and giving many hugs with Mr. and Mrs.
Claus.

provide over $500 to help purchase gifts and
food for this family. I was told that even
though the parents had to spend Christmas in
the hospital with the baby, that it was a very
good Christmas for their family because of
the generosity of the school and our church.
Thanks to all of you for supporting this
family in time of need.
Please be in prayer for our team as we want
to do whatever God wants us to do at this
school.
CALENDAR DATES
Feb. 15-16, 2017 Parent/Teacher
Conferences Child Care

LifeFest
Tanglewood Ministry
The LifeFest Team invites our church
family to join us at 2:45 p.m. on the first
and third Sundays of the month to
fellowship with the residents of the
Tanglewood nursing home. Please join
us for a time of sharing the Gospel,
singing hymns, and having genuine
fellowship with the residents. If you
have any questions, please contact Bill
Watts (273-5772), Sonja Dunstan (2203233) or Cyndi Hockenberger (6089590).

April 23 Staff Appreciation Sunday: Please
hold this date as we are asking everyone to
participate. We will be doing a lunch after the
service and providing gifts to all school staff
who attend. We would like for you to come
and meet them and support them.
Pictured above: Jeanie Roten, Jennifer Gordon,
Gary Roten
We were asked to complete some forms for
the school as they were asked to apply for a
national character award. We as a team are
praying that they might be chosen since they
are doing so many things that no other
school is doing in this area of positive
character development.
UPDATE: The school found out this
morning that they won the Kansas School of
Character Award. They are the only school
that has won it on the first time of applying,
and we as a church have had a hand in
making this possible for them. I want to
thank you so much for supporting this
ministry with your time, money, school
supplies, etc. Their application will now be
sent on to the National School of Character
Organization. Please be in prayer for this
process and for all those at the school who
have made this possible.
We partnered with the school to help a family
of 11 with their Christmas. (2 yr. old, 3 yr.
old, 4 kids in school at McClure, 1 Jr. High, 1
High School, a grandmother and the
parents). Because of the bad weather and the
church being closed, we were unable to
collect from everyone who wanted to give,
but God was so good. We were able to

May 1-5 Teacher Appreciation Week Gift
bags for staff
Just a reminder – You must complete a
background check form before serving in a
classroom at the school. A new one is
required each year and you can find these in
the hallway rack outside of the library. Please
turn in to the office or to Peg Davis.
Other opportunities to help on an
ongoing basis are:
Lunch With A Friend –
Information available upon
request
Reading Buddies – Information available
from Peg Davis or on
the table in the entry on
sign-up days.
Room Parent Volunteer
– Information available
upon request.
General Office Help at the School Information available upon request.
New and exciting things are happening
almost daily. God continues to amaze me as
to how He is using not only me, but many
others in this ministry. Thanks to all of my
Covenant Family for being so willing to
invest in the lives of these children and staff
members at McClure.

Dear Church Family,
I want to let you know how much I
appreciated your cards of condolences
and contributions to my mother's
memorial fund.
The Lord blessed her and my family
by taking her home peacefully and
quickly. I am so grateful to Him.
Thank you again for your
thoughtfulness.
Blessings,
Cyndi Hockenberger
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(Continued from page 1)

into. We are simply given this incredible
privilege to talk to another person about
Jesus and the life He is giving us. It’s a life
that never ends, but it’s also a life that starts
right here and right now. Is it a risk to bring
Jesus and His Kingdom up in a
conversation? Of course it is. But it’s by far a
risk worth taking by any measure we use!
It’s a joy and an honor to be on this journey
with each one of you.
In His Grace
Casey

Youth

short conversation but once they do share
listen for what excites them and encourage
them to express how and why. On the
Jesus this year -- not a program or an
same note let's not be afraid to share our
event. For them not to compare how big
experiences in our transformation with
or what other groups are doing but to love them.
God and one another and to watch what
Again, if anyone would like to jump in and
He is doing in our midst.
read with us, feel free. I would love to hear
(Continued from page 1)

Three months is a long time and there will
no doubt be temptations to give up. I will
be reaching out to each student
throughout each week to help with
accountability and to encourage them to
hang in there. However, I am asking for
parents help as well. Not so much to
remind them to do their reading but
simply to ask them to share some of their
experiences in youth. That could be a

from and share with any of you that would
like to. Thanks so much for all you do.
Please pray for this ministry. I would be
glad to do that with any of you as well.
God Bless,
Mike

Save this date!
Flint Hills Serve Day June 24, 2017 in Topeka

This is a fun Q&A to allow you to get a
chance to know some of the teachers in the
Children’s Ministry a little bit better.
Name: Craig Carter
Favorite Bible Story: Jesus’ parable of the
shepherd who has 100 sheep, but left the
herd to find the one sheep that is lost. This
was the Bible story that led me to salvation
as a 7-year old child. I just couldn’t get over
the fact that Jesus would come to find me if
I was lost. Obviously, I didn’t know
everything about the Christian life at that
point, but it’s been an amazing journey in
those 60 years!

Acts 1:8 reminds us that we are to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. Serve Days are
one day mission opportunities for groups or individuals with desire and commitment
to serve and reach others for Christ. The purpose is to saturate a community with the
love of Christ.
We have previously served La Harpe, Lyndon, Atchison, and Madison. This year we
will be serving in East Topeka with True Light
Baptist Church and a Hispanic church plant in the
same neighborhood.
Check out www.flinthillsbaptist.com or contact
Nate Wood woodn@usd321.com for further
details.
back to visit.) So…bottom line, we’ve
probably been here a total of 4-5 years
through the years. It’s nice to be back for
good!

First Calvary in Kansas City, I had the
opportunity of working with an 85-year-old
woman who had served her whole life in
ministry to preschoolers. She was a
Years at Covenant: This is my second time Why serve in children’s ministry?: Serving in wonderful role model and example of
at Covenant. We were here for several years children’s ministry is a calling for me. Even “you’re never too old” to teach in Sunday
School. I’ve learned so much from working
about 15 or so years ago, then left with a
though I’ve filled in at other age levels
with
preschoolers all these years.
group of Covenant members who started
through the years (when you’re married to a
Home Bible
minister of education, you serve where your Fun Info: An avid reader, I love reading and
Fellowships in
wife needs you to serve!), I’ve always felt a
read approximately a book every week or
North Topeka.
strong calling to preschoolers. I last taught two. I love our adult children and enjoy
We came back to at this grade level in the public schools and watching them parent! It’s great to see our
Covenant in
love the curiosity and sense of wonderment grandchildren begin their own walks with
January 2016 after that preschoolers show. They are always so Christ. I truly believe that children are so
Debbie retired.
excited to learn about Jesus. I believe that
much smarter than we were growing up. In
(You all saw us at preschool ministry is the MOST important addition to good books, Debbie and I enjoy
Covenant a lot
ministry in the church because these
good movies and eating out…although
through the years children ARE our FUTURE CHURCH.
Craig Carter reading to
Debbie is becoming a much better chef
since we always
grandsons Dylan &
When Debbie was minister of education at since she’s retired!
loved to come
Hudson
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Financial Report

Thursday, Feb. 2, 2017
10 a.m.
Guest Speakers:
Rhonda and Kevin Han,
Kairos Prison Ministry

by Nancy Smart
December 2016
Income

$30,924.85

Expenses

$27,699.35
+$ 3,225.50

Year End

2016

Income

$304,047.94

Expenses

$303,201.98
+$

845.96

Parking lot principal balance: $44,401.67.
Annual budget for 2016: $340,161.17
Monthly Income needed to meet Budget:
$28,276.26
Covenant Baptist Church’s 2016 goal for
Lottie Moon was $3,500. We collected
$2,702.55. Thank you to all who prayed
for and gave to the Lottie Moon offering
to support international missionaries.

Kairos is an international interdenominational prison
ministry serving incarcerated adults, both male and female,
as well as their families on the outside. Kairos Torch
serves the incarcerated juvenile population. The local
group has been together for about 15 years. Kevin and
Rhonda Han have been involved for 12 years.
The word, Kairos, is a Greek word meaning in God's Special Time or in the Fullness
of Time indicating an opportunity for the participants and guests to re-consider their
life choices.
The mission of the Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love and
forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women
and youth, as well as their families, to become loving and productive citizens of their
communities.
Everyone welcome! Invite family and friends.
Fun! Food! Fellowship!
Covenant Baptist Church
5440 SW 37th Street 785-273-2811
We gather to celebrate life and encourage ministry through fellowship,
entertainment and informational opportunities.
*LifeFest usually takes place on the first Thursday of each month.

My Vietnam Adventure by Tom Morgan
Visiting Vietnam was certainly not
something I ever imagined I would do. My
only experience with Vietnam was growing
up during the Vietnam War and watching
the news each evening with its black and
white film of jungle combat and the report
of how many soldiers, American and
Vietcong, had been killed that day. But when
I joined the I.H.S. World Orchestra, I had
the privilege of touring Israel the summer of
2015, and this December we went to
Vietnam.
The I.H.S. (in His service) World Orchestra
is a 17-piece jazz big band that has been
together for many years, traveling
throughout Europe, Africa, Israel (several
times) and Cuba. We play jazz and swingoriented music and arrangements of
Christian songs like Peace in the Valley,
Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho, Swing Low

Sweet Chariot and many others. We also
play jazz arrangements of popular songs.
Our leader, Lawrence, from Switzerland,
organizes the trips and selects the music. He
is an amazing Christian who trusts God to
make everything happen. He is the emcee
for our programs and shares Christ
unashamedly no matter if we are playing for
a Christian or non-Christian audience. Our
I.H.S. in Vietnam December 2016
band is made up of musicians from
Switzerland, Canada, the U.S., Sweden,
hospitable and even though there was a
Norway and Israel.
language difference, we could feel the love
of Christ among the people there. We also
For this trip, we flew to Hanoi, which is in
played in a coffee shop, which we later
the northern part of the country. We
learned was owned by one of the most
rehearsed for a couple of hours and then
powerful mafia bosses in Vietnam – “Mr.
played a concert that evening in our hotel.
Sun.” Lawrence shared the Gospel during
We played concerts in several locations
around Hanoi including the only church that our performance, but Mr. Sun loved the
is allowed to meet publically. The others are
all underground. The people there were very

Vietnam (Continued on page 8)
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

24

25

10 a.m.
LifeFest: Guest
Speakers Rhonda
& Kevin Han (see
page 4)

5

6

Communion 6:30 p.m. Monthly
Prayer Meeting
Sunday
Chili Cook-off and
6:30 p.m. Prairie
Super Bowl Party
Trace HOA
(see page 7)
meeting @ CBC

12
2:30 p.m. Beckner
Baby Shower (see
page 7)

19

13

7

7 p.m. Elders &
Awana Backwards
Deacons meeting
Inside Out
@ CBC Theme/Store Night

14

7:30 p.m. Prairie
Trace Community
Assoc. Meeting @
CBC

20

8

15

McClure Parent/Teachers
Conferences

21

22

23
Noon-2 p.m.
FHSBA Topeka
Area Pastor's Lunch
@ CBC

26

27

28

Weekly Events at Covenant Baptist Church:
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Prayer time
Monday: 8 a.m. Men’s Promise Keepers Bible Study
9 a.m. Bible study for all ages
10:15 a.m. Covenant Corner: refreshment and fellowship Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack #3014
10:45 a.m. Worship service and Infant through
Wednesday: 12:15 Prayer time
Preschool care
6-7:45 p.m. Awana
3 p.m. LifeFest Tanglewood Service (first and Third
6-7:30 p.m. Student Ministries
Sundays see page 2)
Thursday: 7-8:30 p.m. Music Team practice

Financial

Usher

Security

Bill Watts
Don Johnston
Duane Dale
Gene Cassell

Usher

Wally Roberts

Security

5-5 Yr old Rm
Tracy Schmutzler
Shelby Schmutzler

2-3 Yr old Rm
Sam Feather

Usher

Security

Preschool

Team Leader
Lynne Mills
Infant/Toddler
Carolyn Boujakly

Preschool

Library

Preschool

Library

Library

Greeter
Sally Schoenhals
Refreshment Host
Michelle Morgan
Sonja Dunstan

Hospitality Team

Tammy Cessna

Greeter
Craig Meek
Letty Meek
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship Center Host
Tracy Horacek

Financial

Deacon

February 12, 2016

9:00

Shauna Hadden

Hospitality Team

Greeter
Lana Minner
Lyle Minner
Refreshment Host
Dotty Frye

Gene Cassell
Karen Huntley
Nancy Smart

Hospitality Team

Financial

Bill Watts

Deacon

February 5, 2016

February 5, 2016

Deacon

10:55

9:00

Kevin Litscher
A.J. Schmutzler
Brian Broughton
Lamero Dunstan

Usher

Ed Richardson

Security

Team Leader
Sarah Feather
Infant/Toddler
Bev Parker
Tracy Horacek
2-3 Yr old Rm
Debbie Carter
Craig Carter
5-5 Yr old Rm
Karen Huntley

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Braeden Ingold
Kelly Ingold
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger

Hospitality Team

A.J. Schmutzler
Carolyn Toburen
Kelsey Beckner

Financial

Kevin Litscher

Deacon

February 12, 2016

10:55

Hospitality Team

Todd Fischer
Shauna Hadden
Larry Frederick

Financial

Craig Dunstan

Deacon

February 19, 2016

10:55

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Craig Dunstan
Jeremy Strahm
Trey Flenniken
Kevin Reese

Usher

Kevin Litscher

Security

Team Leader
Annette Baum
Infant/Toddler
Michelle Morgan
Joshanna Stone
2-3 Yr old Rm
Joel Beckner
Kelsey Beckner
5-5 Yr old Rm
Rhonda Hays

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Carolyn Toburen
Conner Inman
Refreshment Host Marne Fischer
Rachel Flenniken
Todd Fischer
Letty Meek
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship Center Host
Regina Cassell

Greeter

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

February 19, 2016

9:00

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Tammy Cessna

Jill Strahm

Greeter
Clayalee Glover
Refreshment Host

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

February 26, 2016

9:00

Richard Nelson
Braeden Ingold
Rob Tappan
Lyle Minner

Usher

Roger Flenniken

Security

5-5 Yr old Rm
Brian Broughton
Trey Flenniken

Team Leader
Betsey Litscher
Infant/Toddler
Kevin Litscher
Carol Roberts
2-3 Yr old Rm
Mindy Meacham

Preschool

Library

Phyllis Nelson
Second door
Bev Parker
Worship Center Host
Rachel Flenniken

Richard Nelson

Greeter

Hospitality Team

Zanita Flenniken
Carolyn Toburen
Nancy Smart

Financial

Richard Nelson

Deacon

February 26, 2016

10:55
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Lights, Camera, Awana!
We need leaders and people
who can sit one-on-one with
kids and their book and help
them memorize. We need
folks who can help by
donating time and those who can donate
individually-packed snacks. Please talk to or
email ministry director Regina Hodges
covenantorange2016@outlook.com, to see
where you can help.
Awana 2016-2017
Lights Camera, Awana!
Feb. 1: AWANA Club
Feb. 8: Backwards Inside Out
Night/Store Night
Feb. 15: AWANA Club
Feb. 22: AWANA Club
Mar. 1: AWANA Club
Mar. 8: AWANA Club/Team Color Night

Monthly Prayer
Time

Mar. 15: AWANA Club
Mar. 22: NO CLUB (Spring Break)
Mar. 29: AWANA Club
Apr. 5: Mismatch Night/Store Night
Apr. 12: Last AWANA Club

We love because He first
loved us. 1 John 4:19

The first Monday of
every month at 6:30
p.m. we will gather at
Covenant to pray for
our neighborhood
and how we can
reach out to them.
Please join us.

Lone Rock Mission
trip opportunity
Again this year we will have the
opportunity to join our friends from
Lone Rock Baptist Church in Arkansas
on mission. Please mark your calendar
with the dates June 11-17 and pray for
those going. The final location has not
been determined yet and they are also
looking into host family options for
accommodations while on the trip.
Please contact Sonja Dunstan for more
information at 785-220-3233 or
sonja.dunstan@netzero.net.

Chili cookcook-off and
Super Bowl Party
Sunday, Feb. 5
4:15 p.m. deadline for chili
to be in the kitchen
4:45 p.m. Approximate time
of dinner
5:30 p.m. Football Kickoff on the big
screen
Invite your friends. Bring
chili, other soups, sides and
desserts to share. If you’re not
into football bring board
games, cards or dominos and visit. This
event is fun for all ages.

5440 SW 37th Street
Topeka, Kansas 66614
Phone: 785-273-2811
E-mail: church@cbctopeka.com
www.cbctopeka.com

Vietnam

Our final concert in
Vietnam was at the
home of the past Miss
band and actually called ahead to his mafia
Vietnam, who lives in
counterpart in Saigon to be sure he set up a a very large, expensive
concert for us there!
house with her
Our second stop was Da parents. She is quite
tall for being
Nang, located on the
Vietnamese,
who are The food was a
coast in the central part
generally
very
short
challenge.
of Vietnam. We
people.
She
was
performed several
having a large Christmas party in her home
concerts there as well,
and evidently many movers and shakers in
including one in the
Saigon were in attendance. There was a
lobby of our hotel and
buffet meal served and then we presented
another in a Jockey
I.H.S. member
our program, complete with our testimony
underwear factory. Yes,
interacting with
for Christ. The people were very receptive,
audience members. God led us to some
and we were able to make some good
interesting places! The
owner of the factory was a Christian woman contacts with people who would like to see
who wanted the young women who work in us come back.
her factory to hear about Jesus.
Of course, the culture there is much
different from American culture. The traffic
We then flew to Saigon and played several
in all three big cities was something to
more concerts. We performed at a large
behold. Most people there have motor
Christian gathering that is allowed by the
government once a year. All the churches in scooters – there are thousands of them! The
traffic laws are much looser than they are
the area, even the underground ones, are
allowed to meet during the Christmas season here. If you are in a car, there are usually
to sing and fellowship together. It was very scooters flowing all around you. The horn is
the most important implement for both cars
moving to see all the Vietnamese believers
and scooters. But they are not honked in
gathering together. They had a large praise
anger, but rather as a warning to let people
band of their own, and there was much
know where you are and that you are
dancing and singing. There were military
looking guards standing and observing what coming up behind them or want to cross in
was going on. I’m sure the government was front of them. Crossing the street is an act
of faith, as you simply extend your arm and
watching things closely.
step out. It’s important to walk slowly as the
(Continued from page 4)

traffic forms a “bubble” around you as you
move across the street.
The food was also a challenge. The meat
tended to be on the chewy side, and there
were many exotic dishes that included frogs,
snakes, and something called a “mud
creeper.” If I were ever to move to Vietnam,
the food would be the most difficult thing to
get used to.
I will never forget this trip and the beautiful
people I met along the way. I want to thank
all who contributed to make this trip
possible. I know that many heard the
Gospel for the first time, and we were able
to open doors for the missionaries who live
there full time. I heard Lawrence talk about
the possibility of going to China next, but
we’ll have to see how things work out and
how God leads. I count it a real gift from
God to be able to be a part of the I.H.S.
World Orchestra and to travel to places
where we can share Jesus in our very unique
way to those who might not ever have any
contact with the Gospel through
conventional means.

Tom Morgan and one of his new friends in
Vietnam.

