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Covenant Baptist Church is a
community of people helping each
other trust, follow and learn from
Jesus how to live life in His
Kingdom.
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At our last Family meeting, I introduced a phrase
that I hoped would resonate with us all as a
church family. The phrase is meant to capture
the essence of what it means to be a disciple of
Jesus as well as what our main focus is here at
Covenant. “Doing life with God in community”
says a lot with six words. It captures the here and
now of living in God’s Kingdom but sweeps in
the reality that we are doing life with God in
community with other disciples of Jesus. What’s
so beautiful and, I think powerful, about this
statement is that it aims us in the inevitable
direction of transformation or becoming more
and more like Jesus. That is, if we do life with
God in community with others, we will find
ourselves being transformed. That’s Jesus
promise to us in the first 10 verses of John 15.

you. His affection for you is made known
through the cross and His passionate desire to
remain with you to the very end of this age. I
also pray you are learning to value the
community of believers God has surrounded
you with at Covenant. This is a remarkable
group of people God has assembled. We are so
blessed to have one another. Do everything you
can to engage new friendships and foster
existing ones. Do life together. Isolation is toxic
when it comes to transformation of our hearts.
You don’t have to do life alone no matter who
you are. You are loved. You really are.
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We are having a wonderful time in our student
ministry. We are beginning to see students
engage on a new and exciting level. As we go
through “The Good and Beautiful God”
together, the students are being exposed to the
same vision we are sharing with the rest of the
body. Our youth are at a crucial time in their
lives. The narratives (true or false) they develop
about God will no doubt impact their
relationship with Him both now and in the
future. It is vital that they have the opportunity
to learn to see God for who He is now.
We are following the same schedule as the other
G2 groups. Our youth are talking about
kingdom living, spiritual transformation and
being encouraged to engage in soul training. We
believe it’s very important that they be exposed
to the same teaching and language that our
adults are being exposed to. Hopefully, this will
foster opportunities for you to engage in family

pastor@cbctopeka.com

Pastor Casey’s sermons may be heard online at
www.cbctopeka.com.

discussions about these topics. I can’t
encourage you enough to do that very thing.
Please pray for this ministry. Pray for the
students specifically that they will grab hold
tightly of the truths of God’s word and not be
influenced by the world. Pray that God would
guard their hearts, their thoughts and their
actions.
More of Him less off me,
Mike Inman

Mike Inman may be reached at
785-260-1938
mike.inman@cbctopeka.com
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McClure Elementary School News by Peg Davis
I want to express my sincerest appreciation
to everyone who donated school supplies
and monies to purchase supplies. We were
able to obtain all of the items requested, and
they so appreciated all of it.

Flenniken, Tom Morgan, Michelle Morgan,
Don Johnston, Mike Reilly and Duane Dale.

One of the teachers shared with me that she
had been at a meeting of her peers, and they
were asking her what she did with her kids
during this time. When she told her that
I would like to share just a few of the
“Thank You Notes” that came from one of McClure had a church that provided child
care for them and the other parents her peer
the classes at the school.
said: “I sure wished our school had that.” I
“Thank you for the school supplies. We
wanted you to know that you are making a
appreciate all of the stuff you gave us
difference in the lives of these teachers and
and we will use it all.”
these kids.
“Thank you for all the things you do
Sunday. April 23, 2017 Staff Appreciation
for this school. You have been very
Sunday Please hold this date as we are
helpful for our class. We all just wanted
asking everyone to participate. We will be
to say Thank You for everything you
doing a lunch after the service and providing
do.”
gifts to all school staff who attend. We
“Thank you so much for all the
would like for everyone to come and meet
markers and colored pencils. We loved them and support them.
that you brought us all the school
May 6: ShareFest canceled at McClure
supplies.”
school due to the construction of the new
“Thank you for the school stuff . We
gym.
needed it so thank you.”
May 1-5, 2017 Teacher Appreciation
“Thank you so much for the supplies. Week We will be putting together gift bags
It helped us a lot. We had no dry erase for staff. If you would like to donate items
markers and no colored pencils. We like for these bags, we will be preparing 60 bags
you so much!”
to be given to the staff. Please bring
“Thank you for the supplies. Now all of donations by Sunday, April 22.
us can use them.”
Just a reminder – You must complete a
I will bring the cards and post them on the background check form before serving in a
classroom at the school. A new one is
bulletin board, so everyone can see them.
required each year and you can find these in
UPDATE: McClure won the Kansas
the hallway rack outside of the library.
School of Character Award and their
Please turn in to the office or to Peg Davis.
application has now been sent on to
Other opportunities to help on an ongoing
National. They are the only school in
basis are:
Kansas that has ever won it on its very first
Lunch With A Friend – Information
try. They have also been tabbed by the 501
available upon request
superintendent to be mentors to Stout
Elementary and McCarter Elementary. They
Reading Buddies – Information
available from Peg Davis or on the
are to help establish the “Pillars of
table in the entry on sign-up days.
Character” program that McClure has in
place. We are so proud of these teachers and
Room Parent Volunteer – Information
kids.
available upon request.
I want to thank the following people for
helping with the Parent/Teacher
Conference Child Care: Cyndi
Hockenberger, Mindy Meacham, Sonja
Dunstan, Beverly Parker, Paige Eckhoff,
Jenni Eckhoff, Lucky Hoang, Hunter Davis,
Teya Hoover-Mena, David Propp, Dotty
Frye, Georges Boujakly, Carolyn Boujakly,
Regina Hodges, Cheryl Gilmore, Roger

General Office Help at the School Information available upon request.
New and exciting things are happening
almost daily. God continues to amaze me as
to how He is using not only me, but many
others in this ministry. Thanks to all of my
Covenant Family for being so willing to
invest in the lives of these children and staff

During a time like this
We realize how much our friends and
relatives
Really mean to us…
Your expression of sympathy
Will always be remembered.
With love, grace and gratitude, Thank you
Church for making Donna feel loved and
wanted. She appreciated the flowers,
prayers and warm welcome she always
received here.
Her sister,
Dotty Frye

LifeFest
Tanglewood Ministry
The LifeFest Team invites our church
family to join us at 2:45 p.m. on the first
and third Sundays of the month to
fellowship with the residents of the
Tanglewood nursing home. Please join
us for a time of sharing the Gospel,
singing hymns, and having genuine
fellowship with the residents. If you
have any questions, please contact Bill
Watts (273-5772), Sonja Dunstan (2203233) or Cyndi Hockenberger (6089590).
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Save this date!
Flint Hills Serve Day
June 24, 2017 in
Topeka
Acts 1:8 reminds us that we are to be
witnesses to the ends of the earth. Serve Days
are one day mission opportunities for groups
or individuals with desire and commitment to
serve and reach others for Christ. The
purpose is to saturate a community with the
love of Christ.
We have previously served La Harpe,
Lyndon, Atchison, and Madison. This year we
will be serving in East Topeka with True
Light Baptist Church and a Hispanic church
plant in the same neighborhood.
Check out www.flinthillsbaptist.com or
contact Nate Wood woodn@usd321.com for
further details.
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Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 2017
The week of prayer for North American
Missions has been set for March 5-11.
“Together for His Kingdom” is the 2017
theme of the weeklong prayer event,
during which many Southern Baptist
churches collect the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering.

2017 is $70 million. This offering makes up
49 percent of the entire North American
Mission Board budget.

Board missionaries and church planters as
they share Jesus in the United States and
Canada.

Any smartphone via a web browser

Covenant Baptist’s goal for 2017 is $2,200.

You may give to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering at CBC by placing your
offering in one of the specially marked
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering was envelopes and putting it in the offering
named after Annie Walker Armstrong
plate. If you chose to include it with your
(1850-1938) in 1934. She was a passionate regular tithe please indicate on the outside
missions advocate who united women in
of your envelope the amount you are
missions’ efforts, ultimately leading to the giving to AAEO and the amount for your
formation of Woman’s Missionary Union. regular tithe. You may also give to the
She served as WMU’s
offering using our online
first corresponding
giving. There are a
secretary. According to
number of ways to do any
Anniearmstrong.com,
of these transactions:
the purpose of this
Web browser on ANY
offering to support the
device (computer, laptop or tablet)
efforts of the North American Mission

The website says 100 percent of this
offering, which was started in 1895 by the
Women’s Missionary Union, is used to
support the 5,684 missionaries and their
work. In 1895 the offering raised over
$5,000, and the national offering goal for
Jonah not going the direction that God
wants me to go. I know that if I get eaten by
a whale and smell like stinky fish, God will
always love me and want me to follow His
direction.

Text messaging
To give using your smart phone,
desktop/laptop computer or a tablet, go to
cbctopeka.com.
The information in this article was
gathered from the Feb. 15 Baptist Digest
and anniearmstrong.com.

are unchurched so it is fun for me to be the
church to the people that we meet through
that. I also Uber drive and find great
enjoyment in sharing my faith and asking
my riders if they have any prayer requests.
Betsey and I have 4 children, of which 2 are
Years at Covenant: 16 years
living - Beckey is living in Salina and Joshua
This is a fun Q&A to allow you to get a
Why serve?: I serve because Jesus served. In is living in North Carolina. Our
chance to know some of the volunteers in
trying to be like Jesus I try to do the things granddaughter, Grace, lives in Virginia and
the Children’s Ministry a little bit better.
that I think Jesus would have done and I
Name: Kevin Litscher - Kevin serves in the also try to help people as I think that Jesus she is 8 years old. I sell insurance. I love to
cook and have been a Pampered Chef
Infant and Toddler room during the
would have done. Not because I feel like I
consultant for over 22 years.
Worship hour. He also serves as a deacon,
need to but because I want to.
as well as many other volunteer roles at
Kevin
CBC and has in the past served as an Awana Fun Info: Betsey, my wife, and I are very
Litscher and
active in the geocaching community. We
secretary.
Shauna
would be happy to share what that is with
Hadden
at
Favorite Bible Story: Jonah is my favorite
you if you like, just ask or you could check
Awana
bible story and has been for a long time.
out www.geocaching.com. We meet a lot of
registration
The reason is that a lot of times I feel like
people in the geocaching community that
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Financial Report

Thursday, March 2, 2017
10 a.m.
Guest Speaker:
Phyllis Swanson
Board Member for All Nations

by Nancy Smart
January 2017
Income

$23,590.57

Expenses

$32,453.42
-$ 8,862.85

Parking lot balance as of 2-17-2017
$43,955.25
Covenant Baptist Church’s 2017 Annie
Armstrong Missions Offering will begin
Sunday March 5 and run through Easter
Sunday, April 16, 2017 Covenant’s Goal is
$2,200. Please pray about what God
would have you give to support
missionaries across The United States and
Canada. See page 3 for more information.

Daylight-Savings
Time begins at
2 a.m. on
March 12.
Remember to set
your clocks
ahead one hour.

Phyllis grew up on a farm in Iowa and is a school teacher by trade. She
and her husband Ernie have lived in Topeka eighteen years and are
blessed to have two adult children and three grandchildren.
Phyllis serves on the board of All Nations, a missions training and
sending organization based out of Kansas City, whose mission is to ignite
church planting movements among unreached peoples of the earth.
Phyllis provides pastoral care to a number of female missionaries and in 2015 had the
honor of visiting one of them working among Syrian refugees in Hamburg, Germany.
While in Germany, Phyllis experienced the joy of witnessing refugees being
transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ which will be one of her topics. Phyllis loves
to share about a class called Perspectives which greatly influenced her involvement
with missions, opening her eyes to God's heart for all nations.

Everyone welcome! Invite family and friends.
Fun! Food! Fellowship!
Covenant Baptist Church
5440 SW 37th Street 785-273-2811
We gather to celebrate life and encourage ministry through fellowship,
entertainment and informational opportunities.
*LifeFest usually takes place on the first Thursday of each month.

Lights, Camera, Awana!

Monthly Prayer
Time

WOW! There are only SIX Awana Club
nights left.
This has been a fun year with lots of new
faces and changes to our Awana Ministry.
Despite new faces, new leaders and a new
curriculum, some things stay the same. We
are having a blast, making new friends and
learning to hide God’s word in our hearts!
With only six club nights left (yes, that’s all,
just six) that means clubbers who want to
finish their books will need to work hard.
Please continue to pray for the Awana
ministry up to and including the Celebration
Night at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 19. Please
talk to or email ministry director Regina
Hodges covenantorange2016@outlook.com,
to see where you can help.

Awana 2016-2017
Lights Camera, Awana!
Mar. 1: AWANA Club
Mar. 8: AWANA Club/Team Color Night
Mar. 15: AWANA Club
Mar. 22: NO CLUB (Spring Break)
Mar. 29: AWANA Club
Apr. 5: Mismatch Night/Store Night
Apr. 12: Last AWANA Club
Apr. 19: AWANA Celebration

The first Monday of
every month at 6:30
p.m. we will gather at
Covenant to pray for
our neighborhood
and how we can
reach out to them.
Please join us March
6.

Prayer is ...
doubt's destroyer,
ruin's remedy,
the antidote to all anxieties.
C.H. Spurgeon
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March
2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10 a.m.
LifeFest: Guest
Speakers Phyllis
Swanson (see page
4)

5
Communion
Sunday
2:45 p.m. LifeFest
Tanglewood Service

6

7

6:30 p.m. Monthly
Prayer Meeting

5:30 p.m.
Deacon Meeting
6:30 p.m. Staff
Meeting

8

9

12 p.m. Celebration
of Life Service for
Marie Stringer

10

11

9 a..m.
LifeFest Ladies
Coffee @ Baker’s
Awana Team Color
Theme Night Dozen Donut Shop

Annie Armstrong Easter offering begins with a week of prayer March 5-11

12
2 a.m. DaylightSavings Time
Begins

19

13

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

7 P.m. Children’s
Team Meeting @
World Cup Coffee
Shop

20

Noon - 7:30 p.m.
Youth Paintball
Trip to KC
2:45 p.m. LifeFest
Tanglewood Service

26

Noon-2 p.m.
FHSBA Topeka
No Wednesday Area Pastor's Lunch
Night Activities
@ CBC

27

28

29

30

31

Weekly Events at Covenant Baptist Church:
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Prayer time
Monday: 8 a.m. Men’s Promise Keepers Bible Study
9 a.m. Bible study for all ages
10:15 a.m. Covenant Corner: refreshment and fellowship Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack #3014
10:45 a.m. Worship service and Infant through
Wednesday: 12:15 Prayer time
Preschool care
6-7:45 p.m. Awana
3 p.m. LifeFest Tanglewood Service (first and Third
6-7:30 p.m. Student Ministries
Sundays see page 2)
Thursday: 7-8:30 p.m. Music Team practice

Usher

Security

Todd Fisher
Joshua Smart
Mike Ahlf
Michael Vierling

Usher

Wally Roberts

Security

Team Leader
Michelle Morgan
Toddlers (107)
Sonja Richardson
Savannah Horacek
2-3 Yr old Rm
Sarah Feather
Benson Cessna
4-5 Yr old Rm
Melody Lewis
Kristina Mercer

Usher

Security

Preschool

Preschool

Library

Preschool

Library

Library

Greeter
Sally Schoenhals
Refreshment Host
Michelle Morgan
Sonja Dunstan

Tammy Cessna

Greeter
Craig Meek
Letty Meek
Worship center
Tracy Horacek

Greeter
Lana Minner
Lyle Minner
Refreshment Host
Dotty Frye

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

March 12, 2017

9:00

Shauna Hadden

Hospitality Team

Gene Cassell
Larry Frederick
Nancy Smart

Financial

Hospitality Team

Financial

Todd Fischer

Deacon

March 5, 2017

March 5, 2017

Deacon

10:45

9:00

Roger Flenniken
Benson Cessna
Robert Hicks
Randy Gregg

Usher

Ed Richardson

Security

Team Leader
Kathy Dale
Toddlers (107)
Todd Fischer
Marne Fischer
2-3 Yr old Rm
Lana Minner
4-5 Yr old Rm
Duane Dale
Aaron Dale

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Braeden Ingold
Kelly Ingold
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship center
Cheryl Gregg

Hospitality Team

A.J. Schmutzler
Kelsey Beckner
Karen Huntley

Financial

Roger Flenniken

Deacon

March 12, 2017

10:45

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Greeter
Carolyn Toburen
Refreshment Host
Letty Meek
Rachel Flenniken

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

March 19, 2017

9:00

Wally Roberts
Larry Frederick
Mike Reilly
Travis Freed

Usher

Kevin Litscher

Security

Team Leader
Christine Thomas
Toddlers (107)
Cathy Long
Sonja Dunstan
2-3 Yr old Rm
Christine Broughton
Alexandra Broughton
4-5 Yr old Rm
Gene Cassell

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Conner Inman
Marne Fischer
Todd Fischer
Second door
Cyndi Hockenberger
Worship center
Regina Cassell

Hospitality Team

Todd Fischer
Carolyn Toburen
Shauna Hadden

Financial

Wally Roberts

Deacon

March 19, 2017

10:45

Usher

Security

Preschool

Lynn Gillmore

Library

Greeter
Clayalee Glover
Refreshment Host
Tammy Cessna
Jill Strahm

Hospitality Team

Financial

Deacon

March 26, 2017

9:00

Bill Watts
Jacob Hays
Ken Bryant
Mike Hays

Usher

Roger Flenniken

Security

Team Leader
Karen Huntley
Toddlers (107)
Kelly Ingold
Samantha Smart
2-3 Yr old Rm
Karen Inman
Josephine Smart
4-5 Yr old Rm
Jameson Beckner
Conner Inman

Preschool

Library

Greeter
Phyllis Nelson
Richard Nelson
Second door
Bev Parker
Worship center
Rachel Flenniken

Hospitality Team

Zanita Flenniken
Nancy Smart
Randy Gregg

Financial

Bill Watts

Deacon

March 26, 2017

10:45
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Disaster Relief Training in Your Area
SERVING WHOMEVER –WHATEVER –WHENEVER –WHEREVER –HOWEVER
Northwest Region
March 10-11, 2017
Pleasant Valley Bap st
1600 N 291 Hwy
Liberty, MO 64068

Mass Care - Feeding Unit
Communica on
Shower
Blue Hat (previous callout
experience required)
Assessment (previous callout
experience required)

considered creden aled but not as
Southern Bap st Disaster Relief. All
Registra on 4:30pm-5:45pm Introduc on
trainees will need a le1er from a Southern
6:00pm-9:00pm
General informa on for all training
Bap st Pastor they have worked disaster
(Chaplaincy begins at 1:00pm)
events: Please note you must be 18 years relief with and a completed online
of age and a member of a Southern
background check authoriza on.
Saturday:
Bap st church to be creden aled as a
Recer ﬁca on is required every three
Training 7:00am-3:00pm
Southern
Bap
st
Conven
on
Disaster
years to remain ac ve. Upon registering
(some classes dismiss earlier)
Relief Volunteer. Chaplaincy trainees must you will receive a link to the background
1st Time Registra on $40*
have a le1er of recommenda on signed
check in your conﬁrma on email.
Cross Training $20*
by your Pastor or Director of Missions.
Addi onal training informa on and online
Recer
ﬁca
on
and
background
checks
are
registra on can be found on our website
Recer fying $20*
required every three years to remain
at www.mobap st.org/dr .
*Chaplaincy and Blue Hat training courses ac ve. Upon registering you will receive a
Addi onal training informa on and
are an addi onal $10 fee.
link to the background check in your
online registra on can be found by
conﬁrma on email. Addi onal training
*Checks should be made payable to
visi ng www.mobap st.org/dr or by
informa on and online registra on can be
Missouri Bap st Conven on.
contac ng our oﬃce at
found on our website at
Trainings oﬀered at every event:
disasterrelief@mobap st.org 800-736www.mobap st.org/dr.
6227 ext 317.
Introduc on to Disaster Relief
Policy concerning non-Southern Bap sts:
Southern Bap st Disaster Relief
Chaplaincy (previous callout
We welcome non-Southern Bap st church
Missouri Bap st Conven on
experience required)
members to train at a reduced cost
400 East High Street
Chainsaw
(currently $20) for all areas except
Jeﬀerson City, MO 65101, 800-736-6227
Mud-out
Chaplaincy, Assessment, Blue Hat, and
Children’s Response
Children’s Response. Trainees will be
Friday:

Lone Rock Mission trip opportunity
Please mark your calendars.
We will be serving the
community at McEachron
Elementary this year on
Saturday, May 6.
Due to construction at McClure
Elementary they will not be
participating in ShareFest 2017.

Again this year we will have the opportunity to join our friends from Lone Rock Baptist
Church in Arkansas on mission. Please mark your calendar with the dates June 11-17 and
pray for those going. The final location has not
been determined yet and they are also looking
into host-family options for accommodations
while on the trip.
Please contact Sonja Dunstan for more
information at 785-220-3233 or
sonja.dunstan@netzero.net.

5440 SW 37th Street
Topeka, Kansas 66614
Phone: 785-273-2811
E-mail: church@cbctopeka.com
www.cbctopeka.com

