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Introduction: 

 

Background: 

 

[2Sa 11:1-27 ESV] 1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings 
go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all 
Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one afternoon, 
when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the 
king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the 
woman was very beautiful.  

From these first two verses the stage of today’s message is set. First, it 
was spring time, and in those days during the spring, the Kings would go 
out to battle. The reasoning is fairly simple first, during the spring an 
army’s horses would be able to forage for food in the countryside. 
Second, spring immediately following the winter, was the season when a 
city’s food storage would be at its lowest. So, if an army could drive the 
enemy into their cities and lay siege to the cities, the besieged enemy 
would grow weaker, while the sieging army would be able to gain 
strength from the fruit of the land.  

 

We can also see from the text that Israel still had enemies in its midst, 
there are still battles to be won. David, now the King knows there are 
battles to be fought and he sends his army off to fight them. Yet, unlike 
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the other nations, David does not lead his army himself, but rather sends 
his general Joab to lead the army. We also see that David’s army is not 
like Saul made up of a select few group of warriors but rather is made up 
of the entire nation of Israel. As we will see that doesn’t mean 
everybody in the nation went to fight but rather all of the fighting men 
from each of the tribes went off to war, leaving behind the women, the 
children, elderly, and those not suitable for battle, and David the King. 

 

So, what is David doing instead of leading his men into battle? Well 
from verse 2 we see that he is taking a good nap. Friends, I admit, I do 
love a good nap. I’m not the type who could nap every day but about 
once a month, I will nap on a Sunday afternoon and it is great.  

 

The issue is not that David is resting, the issue is he is not where he 
should be. He has become complacent as to the work of the Kingdom, 
which he is aware of the work needing to be done, he hes the danger of 
the enemy but he is content to let others go to battle, to let others do 
what he should be doing.  

 

Is that you? Do you look into the world and see Kingdom work, that 
needs to be done. Do you see the enemy? Do you see the battle lines 
drawn up but rater than going out to join the fight, do you let others 
battle for you? That’s what David did. He became complacent, he 
became lazy. Not just in a physical sense, right, this isn’t a sermon 
ragging on naps, as we will see from the text, David had become 
spiritually complacent and spiritually lazy. 
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Friends that is a dangerous place to be. When the giants are defeated and 
it seems like life is going well, that God has defeated your enemies and 
you have a moment to breathe, that is often when the devil is the wiliest. 

David arises from his couch and walks on the roof of his palace and he 
sees a woman bathing. He sees her and he sees that she is beautiful. 
Friends it is worth saying, here that had David walked upon the roof 
seen this beautiful naked woman, and then gotten on his horse and 
joined the army, this sermon would be substantially shorter. The mere 
fact that David was tempted by this woman wasn’t really the issue. 
Temptation is not sin it is our inner and outer response to temptation that 
is the issue. 

 

3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is 
not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite?" 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to 
him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from 
her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5 And the woman 
conceived, and she sent and told David, "I am pregnant."  

David’s response is not to flee from temptation, but he creeps a little 
closer. He asks after her. While he may not have known her personally, 
he definitely knew who she was. You see she was the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite. Uriah is listed as being one of David’s Mighty Men of Valor, a 
chief among the warriors. He was one of the men who had stuck close to 
David, a man David had grown to rely upon and trust. He was a friend 
and Bathsheba was his friend’s wife.  

James 1:14-15 But each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.  
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Temptation of all kind is awoken by the desires of the heart. When those 
desires of the heart are sinful acting upon them will result in sinful 
actions. 

 

6 So David sent word to Joab, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And 
Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked 
how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the 
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house 
and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and 
there followed him a present from the king.  

A cover up is hatched. John 3:20 says that For Everyone who does 
wicked things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for 
fear that his deeds will become exposed. Note what Jesus says here 
“some people who do wicked things” hate the light? No everyone who 
does wicked things. If you are here and you have a pulse, your natural 
state is to hide the sinful acts, and desires of your heart from the light of 
day.  

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants 
of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 When they told 
David, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, 
"Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to 
your house?" 11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and 
Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my 
lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to 
eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your 
soul lives, I will not do this thing." 12 Then David said to Uriah, 
"Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back." So 
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David 
invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made 
him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with 
the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.  
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A planned cover up fails because Uriah is more righteous than David 
and in so doing likely unwittingly condemns David’s own actions. 

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront 
of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may 
be struck down, and die." 16 And as Joab was besieging the city, he 
assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 
17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some 
of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also 
died.  

It is worth noting that this plan to kill Uriah was not a David Original. 
David learned this trick from King Saul who had used to in an attempt to 
kill David. In that case God intervened allowing David to live and 
sparing Saul the sin of actually murdering David, his son-in-law.  

But that’s not what happened here. Sin begets sin, we went from lust, to 
adultery, to deceit, to murder. A sin once only privately indulged will by 
its own design force itself into public sin. For that is the way of it. 
David’s sin of lusting after Bathsheba was at first a private matter but it 
quickly transitioned into something far more public  

Let’s consider for a moment what David’s efforts to keep his sin secret 
means exactly. First, if David had wanted to just take Bathsheba as his 
wife, he could have done so. If David wanted to kill Uriah he could have 
done so. Certainly, David did not think that his efforts at keeping his sin 
secret was actually keeping anything secret from God. So, who then was 
he trying to keep in the dark about what he had done? The people, right? 
He was afraid of what would happen or what people would think of him 
if they knew what he had done. So important to him was his reputation 
that he was willing to murder his friend to keep the truth about himself 
secret. Yet, David was blind as to the actual harm his sin had done to his 
reputation. His servants were aware of the rendezvous with Bathsheba. 
His General was aware that David had ordered a military tactic with the 



6 
 

intent of killing his own friend.  Yet, despite the obvious foolishness of 
David to think that this plan would keep things secret, he persisted and 
what does that mean? The great preacher CH Spurgeon a man who was 
not inclined to mince words said that a follower of Christ who works to 
keep up the appearances of a public profession of faith, while engaging 
in secret transgressions against God is a practical atheist. That sounds 
harsh, I know but what he is getting at, is if we publicly say, there is a 
God but then sin in such a fashion in which we do so out of the view of 
man but within plain sight of God we by our actions are dethroning God 
and putting our fellow man and what they think of us in His place. We 
are living as if God doesn’t matter or doesn’t even exist. Because if we 
thought he did, we would be more concerned about hiding our sins from 
him than from people. 

 

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, 
she lamented over her husband. 27 And when the mourning was 
over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his 
wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done 
displeased the LORD. 

For a minute, it seems to David like he may have gotten away with it He 
got everything that his heart desired. He got the girl, he maintained his 
reputation and as a bonus he was having a son. Such is the nature of sin, 
while we are trapped in its grasp we believe that we are in control and 
that we through sin have acquired the desires of our heart. But first that 
is only an illusion and second sin displeases the Lord. 

 

[2Sa 12:1-31 ESV] 1 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came 
to him and said to him, "There were two men in a certain city, the 
one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks 
and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, 
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which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him 
and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his 
cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take 
one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come 
to him, but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the 
man who had come to him."  

First, we note that even in the midst of what is David’s most spiritually 
dire condition, where David has largely turned his face away from the 
Lord and hardened it heart as to the things of God, God seeks David out. 
It is God who sends Nathan to David, not David who goes looking for 
God.  

The parallels between what David and did and the rich man who stole 
the lamb is fairly obvious to us. 

 

But see how David responds. 

5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he 
said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this 
deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he 
did this thing, and because he had no pity."  

David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, swearing upon the 
name of the Lord he passes judgment on the rich man condemning him 
to death ordering a financial restitution, and even comments on 
immorality of the act.  Yet David misses a few things. 

First he misses the obvious, which is that the story is about him. This is 
an important lesson for a believer. Sin is deceitful and can blind the eyes 
of the believers. The bible teaches us that Jesus on the cross defeated 
death and the power of sin, but sin still remains indwelling in the hearts 
of Christians until the final day. The author of the book of Hebrews 
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exhorts the church to encourage each other daily that none may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. This seems almost like an 
extreme how is it then that a believer, someone with a new heart 
regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit can become hardened 
against God. This pattern can be found throughout scripture. It begins 
with sinful desires, followed by unbelief, then a turning away from God 
and finally a hardness of heart. We see it in David as well. He sees 
Bathsheba, he desires her even though he knows she is someone else’s 
wife, he decides that having her is better than trusting in what God’s 
word directed, he took actions contrary to the word of the Lord, and then 
we see his heart harden against God even to the point in which he is 
willing to murder his friend and implicate others in the scheme. This 
hardness of heart does not stop David or us from seeing sin in other 
people’s lives. Right even if a beam in our own eye, we are soo very 
quick to point out the speck of dust in our brother or sister’s eye.  

Second while David is correct in his condemnation that the man had no 
pity he is of course only partly correct in his diagnosis of the man’s 
spiritual issue. Normally when we read this passage we may be inclined 
to speed read past this to get to the next section, but think for a moment.  

If there was a rich man, who stole something dear from a poor man to 
give to the rich man’s friend would we normally say, that the fault of the 
rich man was a lack of pity on the poor man? While certainly it is true, is 
it a lack of pity on the other that caused his action? That isn’t what 
Nathan had said, no what Nathan had said was that the rich man because 
he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd took the lamb 
from the poor man. So is it semantics or is there a difference worth 
considering between Nathan’s statement of the man’s heart condition 
and David’s interpretation.  David’s diagnosis of the rich man’s heart 
was that he did not care about others enough. Certainly true but Nathan’s 
diagnosis was that the rich man cared about himself too much.  
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Friends when my attention is focused exclusively or even predominantly 
on my own needs, my own desires, my own wounds, my own interest I 
cannot love others as I should. The consequences of such self-focused 
love is of course relational conflict at best or indifference at worst. By 
contrast, when we love God as we ought, it is easier to love others as we 
should as well. For when our eyes are fixed upon Jesus we can see those 
around us as Jesus sees them and then and only then can we truly love 
them.  

 

7 Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you your master's house 
and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of 
Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as 
much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do 
what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have 
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  

This is a hard passage to read, the Lord lays it out plainly for David to 
see. Who do you think you are? I anointed you King. I delivered you out 
of the hand of Saul. I gave you your master’s house. I gave your 
master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and of 
Judah. You weren’t satisfied? I would have given you more, much more. 
I made you who you are today, and everything you have you owe to me. 
And what have you done, you murdered Uriah and you took his wife.  

It is true, that one of the victims in this was poor Uriah and his innocent 
blood cried out for justice but God’s offense is greater than that. Look at 
verse 10. 
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10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife.'  

The greatest condemnation isn’t that David was a murderer. It was that 
he thought so little of the Lord he thought he could murder his friend 
take his wife as his own, and God would be cool with it.  

Friends, I get it sermons on sin aren’t fun. But the lessons here is too 
great to miss just because it makes us uncomfortable. Remember what 
we said, temptation is fueled by the desires of the heart, which can lead 
to sins of the heart, sins of the heart lead to sinful actions. What God is 
calling David out for is that even though he had everything going for 
him. He had a beautiful family, a great job, he was pulling in a solid six 
figures, he had his health and the respect of the community yet, he 
allowed himself to believe the lie that his own personal happiness his 
own desires of his heart, how he felt about the thing outweighed what he 
knew to be right and good about the Lord.  

 

11 Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you out 
of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the 
sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing 
before all Israel and before the sun.'" 13 David said to Nathan, "I 
have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan said to David, "The 
LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 
Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the 
LORD, the child who is born to you shall die." 

 

This is soo very serious because sin has consequences. Consequences 
that greatly impact not only ourselves but also those around us. 
Sometimes when we sin people die, we can go to jail, we can lose our 
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jobs, we can lose our reputation, opportunities are lost, relationships are 
broken, trust is shattered. Consequences for sin can occur, even though 
God has forgiven us. Later on in this chapter we see David begging for 
the life of his child. He prays, he fasts, he is of a contrite spirit, but God 
does not relent and the child dies. No matter how repentant we are, there 
is no promise in the Bible that true repentance of sin negates the earthly 
consequences of sin. It is a hard reality but one we must not only 
acknowledge but wrestle with daily, friends we are in a battle against sin 
and evil and the devil is playing for keeps these things matter and we run 
the risk of David in going about our lives as if the blood of Jesus which 
defeated the giant of death means we can become spiritually lazy and 
nap our way through this life.  

So what are we to do?  

Paul in Colossians Chapter 3 talks about putting sin to death. Declaring 
war on sin, rooting it out of the holes in our hearts in which hides. 
Dragging it out into the open putting a gun against its head and 
executing it. I know that is graphic imagery but that is the seriousness of 
the issue. 

To do that, we first have to recognize that if we truly want to put sin to 
death in our own lives we have to understand where it comes from. Jesus 
taught that whatever comes out of the mouth proceeds from the 
heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander.  

Likewise, in Luke chapter 6, Jesus says, “For no good tree bears bad 
fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is 
known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, 
nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good person out of 
the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out 
of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaks.  
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In this metaphor Jesus is saying that our behaviors are the fruit growing 
upon the tree of our life. Whether that fruit is good or bad, whether our 
behaviors are good or bad is dependent upon our roots or our heart. 
Have you ever been in an argument and said something hurtful or angry 
to the other person? Jesus is saying that those hurtful words, that sinful 
behavior is the outpouring or the overflow of your mouth. In the midst 
of conflict there is a tendency to say, I would not have said that or done 
that if so and so had not said that or done that. Or I would have 
responded differently under different circumstances. Jesus calls 
nonsense on that. He says, no you responded the way you did, you 
behaved the way you did not because of your circumstances but because 
of your heart. Good trees produce good fruit, bad trees produce bad fruit.  

There is a physics principle in flooding, which says that if you force 
enough water onto the land at some point the water flooding will push 
into the floodwater ahead of it and this will force flood water back onto 
itself, which is most often what causes the most devastating flood 
damage. This is because essentially the flood water has no place to go so 
it just pools behind. Sin is like that as well, as sin builds up often 
secretly in our lives after a while its as if the dam bursts and the content 
of our hearts comes flooding out. As we learned from David, that flood 
water can push back causing damage not only to ourselves but also 
numerous innocent people around us.  

 

So, if we want to truly declare war on sin, we have to start by 
acknowledging and accepting responsibility for the fact that our sinful 
behaviors are rooted in our sinful hearts.  

Second, we have to understand and accept that if our sinful behaviors are 
rooted to our sinful hearts, a change in behavior will not produce lasting 
change. If your circumstances change but your heart does not, the fruit 
of your life will continue to be rotten. If we want to truly effect lasting 
change we have to address the heart issue first. 
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We talk a lot about spiritual transformation in this church. We talk about 
taking specific steps to discipline our lives to live life like Jesus would 
live it if he were living our lives for us. All of that is good and proper 
but we can’t ever lose sight of the root and fruit connection. 

1. People and situations do not determine our behavior, they just 
provide the occasion where our behavior reveals our heart. 

2. Lasting change always takes place through the pathway of the 
heart, fruit change is the result of root change and not vice versa. 

3. To attain true spiritual formation, we must always focus first and 
foremost on our own hearts.  

 

I’ll give you an example. Let’s say that I have become convicted that I 
needed to spend more time in prayer or bible reading. Both are great 
spiritual disciplines to develop. After a few days, I find that my early 
zeal has begun to wane, and I am now more interested in hitting the 
snooze button or watching one more episode of the office before bed. I 
can develop a host of behavioral changes to encourage myself to stick to 
the plan and to develop a disciplined reading schedule. I can meditate on 
how this is what Jesus would do if he were here with me and that it was 
truly what would be best for my life. But what does it mean, when I give 
an intellectual assent to what the Bible says is best for my life but I just 
don’t want to do it? I can blame my circumstances, I’m too tired, I am 
too distracted. I don’t like to read, the list could be endless but nothing I 
try will ever have a lasting impact until first and foremost I address the 
condition of my heart. Whether it is disbelief that spending time with 
God’s word is truly the best thing for me or spiritual laziness or self 
centeredness the issue of why I don’t do what I know is right will 
always, always , always boil down to my own sin in my heart.  

Stapled fruit analogy 
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There was a time in my life, where I had been truly on fire for the Lord, 
I felt like I was in close communion with Him and was learning new 
things, but over time it seemed like I kept coming back to the same 
lesson I had already learned over and over. There didn’t ever seem to be 
any new growth so to speak. The old lessons were still true and good but 
it was like I was on a loop. Over time I had realized that what had 
happened was that I had allowed certain sins to gain a foot hold in my 
life, they may not have seemed very insidious but they produced a 
strangle hold on my spiritual growth. Try as I might, I couldn’t force 
new growth because my roots were infected with sin. Any effort to 
change my behaviors would be like stapling fruit on a dead tree.  

 

Paul in Romans chapter 1 makes the connection between sin and 
idolatry. You see sin creates a propensity toward idolatry in all of us. 
Our natural tendency is to wander from worship of the creator God to a 
created being. That being most often is ourselves. What we worship 
determines our responses to all of our experiences. If I worship myself, 
then when circumstances or someone does anything that stands in 
opposition to what I desire, I will react badly. If I worship money, then 
anything that detracts from my financial security will be treated as an 
attack on my god.  

Remember back to God’s charge against David. David’s sin was not 
merely adultery against Uriah but rather adultery against God. Think 
about it, adultery simply put is the sin of giving someone the love I have 
promised to another. Thus, like David, whenever we give the rule of our 
heart to someone or something other than God, we are spiritual 
adulterers. When we give the love that belongs to God to someone or 
something else we are spiritual adulterers. Right when our desires are for 
something other than God and we do not get those desires, we lash out in 
anger or we conspire to take by force or deceit what we think we are 
owed.  
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By contrast, if I worship God the Father, then when someone opposes 
me, or my bank account dwindles I am able to react in a manner that 
glorifies and magnifies God, though he slay me, still I will praise him. 
Right.  The truth is whatever it is we treasure the things we set our hearts 
on will eventually control us. Be it our own selfish desires or God 
almighty. We are made to worship something and worshiping earthly 
treasure leads to death, while worshiping the Father leads to life. 

 

David acknowledges in Psalm 19 that it is difficult to see our own faults 
and that the most spiritually attune Christian may have sins lurking they 
are blind to. So, we can ask the Father to open our eyes and show us the 
sin we have not been able to see. And then we repent. 

David’s prayer journal is again incredibly useful in that we can see his 
response to Nathan’s charges against him. And we can learn from 
David’s example how best to respond when confronted without own 
sinful heart. 

[Psa 51:1-19 ESV] 1 To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when 
Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  

Acknowledge that God the Father is in a position of authority over your 
life, acknowledge the goodness and loving mercy which God has 
previously demonstrated to you and ask for that same mercy be poured 
out again. Ask God to forgive your sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in 
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your judgment. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 
did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, you delight in truth in the 
inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.  

Acknowledge the depths of your own sin. Acknowledge the 
consequences of your sin, acknowledge who you have wronged by your 
sin. Sin entered into this world in the form of a lie and truthfully 
declaring to God the actual condition of your inward being and relying 
on Him to show you the inner secrets of your heart is how sin is dragged 
out of its hidey-hole and into the piercing Light of the Word.  

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones 
that you have broken rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and 
blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 13 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to 
you. 14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.  

Seek not only forgiveness of sin but also restoration of relationship with 
God and renewal of your first and true love. Ask God to help you cast 
off your adulterous spirit and make new your love for Christ. We saw 
last week that Saul public repented of his sin but his innermost desires 
never changed, so we must ask God to do the work to change our desires 
so that we will not be enticed in the same way we once were. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not 
be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the 
walls of Jerusalem; 19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, in 
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burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered 
on your altar. 

Do not seek to make up for you sin by your own power but give praise 
and honor to God for his loving kindness. Allow the convicting power of 
the Holy Spirit to bring you low. Approach the throne of grace in your 
brokenness and your remorse. Do not be in a rush to move past this 
moment but rather wait on the Lord even in this. Allow your remorse 
and repentance to linger until such time as God begins to build you up in 
his good pleasure.  

Friends, I know this is a somber message. But if we are to learn anything 
over the past few weeks considering the battles of David it is that we do 
not battle against flesh and blood but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this world’s darkness, and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. My dear ones, as 
followers of Christ it does not matter if we’ve slain giants or learned to 
patiently wait upon the Lord, we are all daily at risk to be ensnared by 
the devil and for our walk to falter and the fruit of our lives to be turned 
rotten from the inside out. This great trap occurs just as it did in the 
garden and that is through a simple lie. Did God say? Is God even good? 
When we start to doubt the word of God or the goodness of God we 
create space in our hearts for sin to fester and grow. The good news that 
if we confess our sins the Lord is faithful and just to forgive us, if we 
humbly and contritely ask for those dark places of our lives to be 
revealed He will do that. If we seek to walk on the paths of Light, Jesus 
will walk there with us. The good news is even when we stumble and 
fall we do not have to stay down in the mud. We can call on the Lord 
and he will restore our soul.  

So to grace, how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be 
And let Thy goodness like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee 
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Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 

 

1 Corinthians 11: 22-26 

 


