
The Journey Starts Here

First Things First  
I John 4:13-19



We were created…

…by Love

…for Love

…to Love.



The only right thing and the most 
important thing we can do is to 
journey together to become like 

Jesus - for this world.



If we are willing to trust 
God to lead us on a journey 
of transformation - what is 

the next step for us?



For neither is circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything; 
what counts is the new creation.

Galatians 6:15



When we try to bypass the right 
starting point or assume we are 

already there we find 
transformation strangely difficult 
and ineffective because becoming 

like Jesus has an essential 
foundational beginning.



See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up: do you not perceive 

it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland.

Isaiah 43:19



The Journey of becoming like 
Jesus begins at the place of 

accepting and learning to live 
out of our new identity as God’s 

beloved children that He 
delights in. 



Knowing and living out of 
your God given identity is 
intensely practical for our 

everyday lives.



“Wake up sleeper, rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

Ephesians 5:14



Search me, God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious 

thoughts. See if there is any hurtful 
way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting.

Psalm 139: 23-34



Outside of a life attached to Perfect 
Love, every other way of being, or 

seeing and responding to life leaves 
us in a position of blindness to our 

true identity which produces 
desperate neediness and self 

focus/reliance.



A soul that has died to life with 
God is left to try to meet its own 

need for love independent of God 
and outside of God.



The lost soul, when not numbed or 
distracted, deeply feels the painful 
distance in its relationship to God 

and with others.



In this dark and disordered state apart 
from God, we manipulate, pretend and 
willingly wound others in an effort to 

make ourselves appear more lovable to 
those we seek love from.



This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us; He has 
given us of His Spirit. And we have seen and testified that the 

Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the World. If 
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in 

them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love 
God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us 
so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this 

world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 

The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love 
because He first loved us. 

I John 4:13-19



Our “cross” of self denial must be laid upon all 
our obsessive desires so that God’s agape love 

can well up and flow through us. This love 
integrates us as whole persons (Completes 
us) and reaches out toward God and other 

people. This love of God is our joy.
~Don Simpson, Revolution of Character.



When you begin to know and 
experience life from the place of 

your belovedness, you can then live 
as an expression of love instead of in 

pursuit of love.



1. You may not know you are God’s beloved child - but you 
already are and you don’t have to do anything to earn it … 

because you can’t.

2. If you want to receive that gift of belovedness that is yours 
for the taking by trust in Jesus - we are ready to help you in 

any way you want or need our guidance and help. However, 
God will meet you and guide you anytime, anywhere you are 

ready. 

The Bible gives us this assurance:

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name he gave the right to become children of God -

John 1:12



Trevor Hudson’s Beloved Charter
“Trevor, you are my beloved child in whom I delight. You did not 

choose Me but I chose you. You are my friend. I formed your inward 
parts and knitted you together in your mother’s womb. You are 

fearfully and wonderfully made, made a little lower than the angels, 
and crowned with glory and honor. You have been created in Christ 
Jesus for good works which I have already prepared to be your way 
of life. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through the fire you shall not be burned and the flames shall not 

consume you. You are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you. I know all your longings; your sighing is not hidden from Me. 
Nothing will ever be able to separate you from My Love in Christ 

Jesus, your Lord. Abide in my Love.”



This Weeks Scripture to Memorize

Follow God’s example therefore, as dearly 
loved (beloved) children and walk in the way 

of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:1-2



Subtitle




