
Be-Loved pt. 4

I John 4:13-16

Saved by Love



Do you tend to think more 
about your love for God or 

God’s love for you? 



This is how we know that we live in him and 
he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent 

his Son to be the Savior of the world. If 
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God lives in them and they in God. And 
so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God and God in them. I John 4:13-16



Vs 13: This is how we know that we live in him 
and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.

The word translated here as “...we know…” 
carries the central idea of knowing 

something with certainty, most often 
knowing something by way of interactive 

experience with it. 



Vs 13: This is how we know that we live in him 
and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.

The word the NIV translates as “live” carries the 
foundational idea of remaining, continuing, 

dwelling or staying. 



We can know with certainty we are 
continuing to live with God and God 

is continuing to live with us 
because we can interact with and 

experience God by His Spirit He has 
given to live in and with us.



For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God. The Spirit you received does not 

make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, 
the Spirit you received brought about your adoption 

to sonship (& daughtership). And by him we cry, 
“Abba (daddy), Father” The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are God’s children.
Romans 8:15-17



Belovedness is interactive. 

It requires presence.



Vs 14: And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world.

• The word translated as have seen emphasizes seeing as 
in having looked closely, to contemplate or to look 
attentively. 

• The word translated as testify communicates the idea of 
affirming that one has seen or heard or experienced 
something; to utter honorable testimony 



John and his fellow witnesses, having 
experienced Jesus, confidently affirm 
God has sent His Son ,Jesus, to be the 

Savior of the entire world. 



Vs 15: If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.

The word the NIV translates as acknowledge, the 
NASB and NLT translate as confess is a compound 
word that means to say the same thing as another 

or to agree with. 

*NIV = New International Version translation
*NASB = New American Standard Bible translation

*NLT = New Living Translation



John describes salvation as God 
coming to live in and with human 

beings finding their life in and 
with God. 



Salvation is ultimately God with 
us, forming our hearts into the 

character of Jesus.



Vs 16a And so we know and rely on the love 
God has for us. God is love. 

The word the NIV translates as rely on is the 
same word that is often translated as faith.



The foundation to all that God has 
done for us is God’s love. It is God’s 

love that results in our 
belovedness.



We need to be careful not to…
• ….depend on our love for God to 

get our sense of security with God. 

• …think God depends on our love 
in order for him to love us



…for it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith - and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of god -
not by works so that no one can 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9



Hebrews 4:16 

For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 

who has been tempted in all things just as we 
are, yet without sin. Therefore let’s approach 
the throne of grace with confidence, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace for help 
at the time of our need.



Vs 16b Whoever lives in love lives in God and God 
in them (NIV).

Vs 16b …and the one who remains in love remains
in God, and God remains in him. (NASB 2020)



As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love. 

If you keep my commands you will remain in my 
love just as I have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love.
~ Jesus,  John 15:9-10



This Weeks Verse to Memorize

Follow God’s example therefore, as 
dearly loved children and walk in the 

way of love, just as Christ loved 
us…Ephesians 5:1-2


