
Be-Loved pt. 2
Seeing Is Believing

I John 4:9-10



“Recent Barna data collected on working 
couples in America show that the majority 
of American working couples (95%) 
believe they can maintain their individual 
careers and still come together to raise a 
healthy family, all while staying in love.” 

~ Barna Research 



“Thirty-one percent of U.S. adults say they 
feel encouraged by their partner to pursue 
their work and dreams—a similar percentage 
(33%) of practicing Christians says the 
same.”

That means 67% of practicing Christians don’t feel 
encouraged by their spouse to pursue their work and 
dreams. 



“ Many say their spouse or partner has 
also made sacrifices for them (25% 
practicing Christians).” 

We could say only 25 out of 100 spouses in 
practicing Christian households have made 
any sacrifice for the good of their spouses 
careers.



“Among practicing Christians, the majority 
(26%) would say good communication is key 
to balancing work and a healthy family. 12% 
say love is key to work-life balance. Only (9%) 
identify respect. Only 6% say understanding is 
important in maintaining a career, raising a 
healthy family and staying in love”

~ Barna Research



According to Barna’s research, ONLY 12% of 
practicing Christians think love matters when 
it comes to maintaining a healthy family life 
and satisfying career. 



1 John 4:9-10

This is how God showed his love among us; He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.



God made His love clearly visible 
in and through Jesus’ life and 

death and resurrection. 



God didn’t just send Jesus to die 
for us but also to live for us the 
kind of life we are made to live.



Love doesn’t start with us 
because we don’t have love apart 

from God.



God’s love for us exists before we make 
any move of goodness toward God. 

But God demonstrates His love in this; 
while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.

Romans 5:8



God’s love is the kind of love that 
loves us unilaterally.

Webster definition of unilateral : 
something done or undertaken by 

one person or party



To be willing to receive God’s love 
unilaterally we need to see it as 

God’s willingness to sacrifice 
what is most precious to Him in 

order to secure our good.



…we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. God is love.

Whoever lives in love, lives in God and 
God in them.

1 John 4:16 

But I trust in your unfailing love. 
Psalm 13:5



We have to come to know, in a deep 
way, that God’s love does not do what 
it does in order to get something He 

needs in return. It is not needy 
or fragile.



Had you never loved God for a 
second, He would still love you.



The kind of love we live out of is 
mostly a love given in response 

to being loved or given in an 
effort to secure that love.



Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person, though for a good person 

someone might possibly dare to die.

Romans 5:7



Romans 5:6 
…at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.



Verses to Memorize: 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person, though for 
a good person someone might possibly dare to 
die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:6-8



Living in Truth: 
Once a day for the next week make an 
intentional effort to do something for someone 
else to meet a need or to bless them. 
If at all possible, do not tell them or anyone 
else you did it. Let it be entirely between you 
and God.




