
Jesus on Prayer: Pt 4

Goodness, Beauty & Surrender

Matthew 6:9-11



When is the last time you 
thought about what God is like?



The first two things Jesus teaches us to be 
aware of when we pray:  

 Who God is: God is your Daddy and intends 
only what is truly good.

 Where God is: He is very near to us. He is 
with us. He is readily available and 
responsive.



Today:  Jesus teaches us to keep 
in mind what God is like:

…Hallowed be your name… vs 9

Hallowed means to be set apart; other than us



When we pay attention to our 
relationship with God by being aware 
of who God is (Daddy), where God is 
(with us) and what God is like (entirely 
beautiful and good) we come to a place 
where we are able to surrender our 

will to His will.



…Your Kingdom Come…  vs10

Kingdom: royal power, kingship, dominion, 
rule; a kingdom; the territory subject to the 
rule of a king.



We have to choose to surrender
ourselves to God’s rule.

We do that by choosing to trust and 
obey Jesus to teach and direct us.



…Your Will Be Done… Vs10

Will: what one wishes or has determined 
shall be done; what God wishes to be 
done in and by us 



Jesus is teaching us how to choose 
His kingdom over our kingdom. 

My Father, if it is possible, may this be taken from 
Me; yet not as I will, but as you will.

Matthew 26:39 



Do I really want what God wants more 
than what I want?

*It may be helpful to think about if you tend 
to ask God to help you do what you want or 

if you ask God to help you do what He 
wants. 



The Central Question Jesus brings 
us to: 

Do I want to live under the rule of 
God's kingdom or my kingdom.



But I say walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
carry out the desire of the flesh. For the 
flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, 
and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. 
They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you are not to do whatever you want.” 

Galatians 5:16-17



“You were taught, with regard to your 
former way of life, to put off your old self, 
which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires…” 

Ephesians 4:22



…on earth as it is in heaven.
.

Where God rules, whatever is good, 
whatever is true, whatever is right, 
whatever is beautiful is done always and 
done perfectly.



The pattern of prayer Jesus is 
teaching:

Relationship before Request



Jesus on prayer:
1. God is your Dad and He has only good intentions 
toward you
2. He is close by and not far away
3. Let yourself be filled with delight for God’s perfect 
goodness and beauty
4. God’s way is infinitely better than whatever I 

would come up with.

Relationship first



Spiritual Practice for the week: A Goodness & Beauty Scavenger Hunt

Take a walk or go on a drive and look for the things that strike you as 
beautiful. You won’t have to go far to find a tree turning colors that 
are hard to describe. That’s God’s beauty poking through the 
brokenness of our fallen world. Let yourself delight in anything that is 
truly good that you see - two people enjoying each other's company, 
someone laughing, the cool, crisp feel of the fall air. Let yourself 
become aware that these are all reflections, as faint as they may be, 
of the fact that God is hallowed - He is entirely good and beautiful. If 
you have time, stop and simply enjoy being with God and thank Him 
for the ways He reminds you of what He is like. 


