






What is it you want more than 

anything else?



What good thing must I do to get 

eternal life?



What do I still lack?



“If you want to enter life, keep 

the commandments.”



This wealthy young man is coming to 

Jesus still very much wanting to be -

even assuming that he is in control.



Jesus does not distinguish between 

life here and now and what the 

young man was thinking of as 

“eternal” life - as if it were a 

different life. 

Our life is eternal. 



The Journey we begin with Jesus now 

does not end with a period when we die.

Physical death is only a comma because it 

is a transition into a fuller and greater 

reality



“If you want to enter the life of 

God, just do what he tells you.”





Can you imagine how different 

our relationships would be if we 

truly determined to live according 

to the commands of God? 



The man responds to Jesus saying he 

has done everything he knows how to 

live a good life but something is still 

missing.

Have you felt that way?



What do I still lack?



Jesus responded, “If you want to be 

complete…(mature; whole)



Jesus' response is ironic because He 

doesn’t tell him what he lacks.

He tells Him what needs to be lacking. 

This is likely true for the vast majority 

of us



It is important to understand Jesus is not 

trying to punish the man for being wealthy 

or to make him miserable. 

He is telling him how to be free to follow 

Jesus, which is exactly what his soul was 

longing for



(NIV) Vs 22

The Message Paraphrase Vs 22



The problem was not with what Jesus 

told him to do. 

The problem was that the young man 

did not believe Jesus way was better.

Honestly, do you?  



Weekly Spiritual Exercise:


