
With Jesus Pt 7

Much More Than a Feeling

John 15:13-15



13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 

friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 

longer call you servants, because a servant does 

not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned 

from my Father I have made known to you. 

John 15:13-15



Greater love has no one than this…

Jesus is describing to His disciples the supreme 
kind of love He has for them and for all people.

Follow God’s example therefore, as dearly loved children 
and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and 

gave Himself up for us… Ephesians 5:1-2



…to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

God’s love is a complete willingness to secure the good 
of the one it loves even to the point of setting aside or 

laying down it’s own life to do so.

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 

through his poverty might become rich. 
2 Corinthians 8:9

.



This is how we know what love is. Jesus 

Christ laid down his life for us and we ought 

to lay down our lives for our brothers and 

sisters. 1 John 3:16



You are my friends if you do what I command.

Jesus teaches, very clearly, we have a responsibility 
to embrace if we are going to experience an 

interactive friendship with Him. That responsibility is 
to do what He commands or teaches us to do.



Doing what Jesus commands is the pathway we 

walk in friendship with Him. 

Trusting obedience is the only way we can 

be with Him and experience the friendship 

He is referring to in this passage of Scripture.



Until we learn to think of obedience to 

Jesus as the only good, beautiful and right 

path to take in life we will either resist it 

or obey Him in an effort to earn His love.



I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from 

my Father I have made known to you.

This is what friendship with Jesus looks like.

…the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man 
speaks with his friend. 

Exodus 33:11 



Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
Romans 12:2



This is eternal life: that they know you the only true 

God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

John 17:3

~ Jesus definition of eternal life / life in the 

Kingdom of God. 



In the Kingdom of God as we live the eternal kind of 

life, we live on the basis of God’s Perfect and complete 

love for us. God’s love for us inspires and empowers us 

to love others in the way God loves us.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 

and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the 

love of God be in that person? Dear children let us not love 
with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

I John 3:16-18



Learning to understand and live out of our True 

Identity

Living life as a friend of God when we let God 
love us beyond our sin and brokenness and 

adopt us as His very own beloved daughter or 
son.



See what great love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God! 

And that is what we are. 
1 John 3:1 



How do I love others?

1: Loving others requires God’s Grace. 

“Grace is not just about forgiveness - if we had never sinned 

we would still need grace! Grace is God acting in our life to do 

what we cannot do on our own”  ~Dallas Willard

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:9 



How do I love others? 

2: Loving others requires the transformation of the way 

we think about ourselves and others.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit but in 

humility value others above yourselves not looking to your 

own interests but each of you looking to the interests of 

others.
Philippians 2:20



Don’t go through your day doing things with this mindset:

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit…

Don’t do anything at all out of self serving ambitions (as in the way a 
candidate for public office promotes themselves – putting themselves 
in front of or ahead of others).



Instead go through your day with this mindset:

…in humility…

Begin fostering a deep awareness of your own 

smallness; think about yourself with sincere humility



Then you will be able to…

Think about others like this:

…value others above yourselves …

Think of securing the good of others as 

being of greater value than securing 

your own good.   



Don’t do this:

…looking to your own interests…

Do not just go through your day thinking 

about and focused on securing your own good. 



Instead, do this:

…each of you looking to the interests of 

others.

Think about and focus on securing the 

good of other people. . 



Learning to live each day as one who is loved who can love:

Any possession you can give to someone in need - give it

Any time you have to share with another in need - share it

Any talent or ability you have that can meet a need - use it

Any chance to listen to someone who needs to talk – listen

Any opportunity to do something to help someone – help them

Any idea you get to bless someone – bless them

Any possible way you can love someone – love them 

Let all that you do be done in love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 




